1. INTERVIEW TO “ THE NATAL ADVERTISER’

[s.s. Courland],
January [13,]* 1897

[REPORTER:] How do you view the proceedings of the demonstration
committee®?

[GANDHIJ:] | certainly think the demonstration is most ill-
advised, especially proceeding from a number of Colonists who say
they are loyal to the British Crown, and | should never have expected
that the thing would go so far. They are showing a most decided spirit
of disloyalty by their demonstration, and the effects of it will be felt
not only throughout the Colony, but throughout the British Empire,
more especially the Indian Empire.

In what way?

Whatever affects the body of Indians who come over here will
most decidedly affect the Indiansin India

Y ou mean to say that it will prejudice the Indians against this country?

Yes, and it will give the Indians a sort of feeling that will not be
got rid of easily, besides creating a mutual feeling between sister
Colonies against India. | don’t say that there is a great ill-feeling
between Indians and the Colonists generally at the present moment. |
certainly think that, from what the Colonists are doing here, people in
India would infer that that would be the attitude of every other British
Colony also and, so far as things have gone in that direction, they
confirm that impression. So we find in South Africa, so far as we can
read from the telegrams and the reports in the newspapers.

Of course, you firmly believe that Natal has no right to stop Indians coming
here?

! Although the s.s. Courland, in which Gandhiji travelled, had reached the
Durban harbour on December 18, 1896, the ship was placed under extended
quarantine, along with another passenger ship the Naderi, ostensibly on the ground
that Bombay was infested with plague. The interview took place, Gandhiji says "on
the day of the landing, as soon as the yellow flag was lowered" (vide “An
Autobiography- Part 111, Chapter I11".) and according to The Natal Advertiser,
14-1-1897, which said it took place "yesterday morning", it would be on 13-1-1897.

> Committee constituted by the Europeans to organize a demonstration at the
harbour against the disembarkation of the Indian passengers
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| certainly think so.
On what grounds?

On the ground that they are British subjects and, also, because
the Colony of Natal has been importing one class of Indians and does
not want to have another class.!

Yes.

It is very inconsistent. It seems to be a sort of leonine
partnership. They want to get all the advantages that can possibly be
gained from the Indians, but do not want the Indians to have any
advantage whatever.

What attitude will the Indian Government take on this question?

That | am unable to say. So far | don’t know what the feeling of
the Indian Government is. The feeling cannot be apathetic towards the
Indians. They are bound to sympathize, but what attitude they will
take depends upon so many circumstances that it is very difficult to
conjecture what it will be.

Isit probable that, if free Indians are stopped, the Indian Government will
stop the indentured Indians?

| hope so;? but whether the Indian Government will do that is a
different thing.

What | think most of is that the demonstrators have not taken
any notice whatever of the Imperial aspect of the question. It isan
admitted fact that the Indian Empire is the brightest jewe in the
British Crown. Most of the trade of the United Kingdom is carried on
with the Indian Empire, and it furnishes some of the bravest soldiersto
fight the wars of Great Britain in almost all parts of the world.

“They have never been further than Egypt,” interpolated the interviewer, and
Mr. Gandhi tacitly admitted the correction.

The policy of the Imperial Government has throughout been a
policy of conciliation — a policy of winning over the Indians by love
and not by force. Every Britisher is agreed that the glory of the British
Empire depends upon the retention of the Indian Empire and on the

! The referenceis to free Indians—traders and artisans—as distinguished from
indentured |abourers whose immigration was permitted.

> South African Indians had, in fact, petitioned both the Imperial and the
Indian Governments to disallow further emigration if certain restrictions imposed on
indentured labourers on the expiry of their indenture were not removed. Vide
“Memorial to J. Chamberlain”, 11-8-1895 and “Memorial to Lord Elgin”, 11-8-1895.
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face of this, it looks very unpatriotic of the Colonists of Natal, whose
prosperity depends not alittle upon the introduction of the Indians, to
so vigorously protest against the introduction of free Indians. The
policy of exclusion is obsolete, and Colonists should admit Indians to
the franchise and, at the same time, in points in which they are not
fully civilized, Colonists should help them to become more civilized.
That, | certainly think, should be the policy followed throughout the
Colonies, if all the parts of the British Empire are to remain in
harmony.

Are Indians admitted, at present, to all parts of the British Empire?

Australia has now been endeavouring to exclude them, but the
Government Bill has been thrown out by the Legislative Council, and,
even if the policy were adopted in Australia, it remains to be seen
whether it will be sanctioned by the Home Government. Even if the
Australians were successful, | should say it would not be good for
Natal to follow a bad example and one which was bound to be suicidal
in the end.

What was your main object in visiting India?

My main object in returning was to see my family, my wife and
children, from whom | have been separated, almost continually, for
the last seven years. | told the Indians here that | should have to go to
Indiafor a short time. They thought | might be able to do something
for the cause of the Indiansin Natal and | thought so also. And here |
may state, parenthetically, that we have not been fighting, realy
speaking, with regard to the position of the Indians in the Colony, but
we have been simply fighting for the principle. The object of our
agitation is not to swamp the Colony with Indians or to have the status
of the Indian in the Colony of Natal defined, but to have the Imperial
guestion decided once for all, namely: ‘What status will the Indians
outside British India have? That was the principle we have been
striving to determine. The Indian gentlemen interested in the cause in
Durban discussed the question with me as to what my plan of action
should be in India, and the plan of action was that | should simply get
my travelling expensesin India paid by the Natal Congress. As soon
as| arrived in India | published that pamphlet.*

Where did you prepare the pamphlet?

! The Green Pamphlet
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| did not prepare it in Natal. | prepared the whole of it while on
the voyage home.

How did you secure the information it contains?

| was determined to make myself acquainted with all the facts
about the Indians in South Africa, and with that object in view | had
translations of the Transvaal laws supplied to me, and | asked friends
in the Cape Colony and in other parts of South Africato furnish me
with any information they had on this question. So, | was fully
acquainted with the facts before | decided to go to India. In the
memorials which have been sent from the Indians of Natal to the
Home Government, the Imperial view of the question has always been
kept in the forefront.

Were the memorials bearing on the franchise question?

Not exclusively. They treated with the immigration and other
laws the Colony has passed, as well asthe Transvaal agitation.!

What was your object in publishing the pamphlet?

My object in publishing it was to place the entire facts regarding
the position of the Indians in South Africa before the Indian public.
The people here believe that India does not know exactly how many
Indians were outside the country, and what their status was, and the
object was to draw their attention to the subject, and it was with that
view that the pamphlet was published.

But had you not an ulterior object?

The ulterior object was to have the status of the Indians decided
to our satisfaction; that is to say, in terms with the Proclamation of
1858.

Do you hope to be successful ?

| certainly hope that, with the help of the Indian public in India,
we shall achieve the end very quickly.

What means do you propose adopting?

We desire them to go in for a constitutional agitation in India.
At every meeting that has been held, resolutions have been passed

authorizing the chairman to draw up memorials addressed to the
Indian Government and the Home Government, drawing their

! The agitation against the legislation which sought to enforce the Indians to
live and trade in specified locations; vide, “Petitition to Lord Ripon”, Before
5-5-1895 and “Petition to Lord Elgin”, Before 5-5-1895.
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attention to the position of the Indians in South Africa These
meetings have been held throughout the presidencies of Bombay,
Madras and Calcutta.*

Have you received any encouragement from the Indian Government on the
subject?

No; | had to return before | received any reply.

Mr. Gandhi continued:

It has been said that | went to Indiato blacken the character of
the Natal Colonists. This | must emphatically deny. It will be
remembered that | addressed an ‘ Open Letter’? to the members of the
Natal Parliament about two years ago, and there | gave my view of the
treatment the Indians were receiving, and it was exactly that view that |
placed before the Indian public.

In fact, | copied an extract from that ‘Open Letter’, word for
word, into my pamphlet.® It gave my view of the treatment the Indians
were receiving before, and no exception was taken to that portion of
the * Open Letter’ when it was published here. No one then said that |
was blackening the character of the Colonists, but only when that
statement was repeated in India. How that can amount to blackening
the character of the Colonists | fail to understand. At the time of
discussing the ‘ Open Letter’, aimost all the papers said unanimously
that | was absolutely impartial, and not a single statement | made was
contradicted. Under these circumstances, | thought | was perfectly
justified in making the extract from the ‘Open Letter’. | am aware
that Reuter cabled Home a summary* of the pamphlet that could not
be borne out by the ‘Open Letter’, and as soon as you received the
pamphlet, both the Durban papers said Reuter had exaggerated its
statements.® | can hardly be held responsible for Reuter’s statements
and opinions, and | believe that the leaders of the demonstration party

! The Calcutta public meeting which Gandhiji was to have addressed (vide
“Letter to F. S. Taleyarkhan”, November 5, 1896.) had to be cancelled as he had to
leave urgently for South Africa (vide "Letter to The Englishman”, 13-1-1896).
Perhaps, Gandhiji was alluding to a meeting of the Committee of the British India
Association in Calcutta which he addressed and which decided to submit to the
Secretary of State for Indiaamemorial in regard to the position of the South African
Indians.

% Vide “Open Letter”, Before 19-12-1894.

® Vide “London Diary”, 12-11-1888.

* Vide "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies', 15-3-1897.

® ibid
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have not read the ‘ Open Letter’ and the pamphlet; they have taken
Reuter’s telegram as an accurate summary of the pamphlet, and are,
therefore, proceeding on these lines. If this belief is well founded, then
| say that the leaders are doing an injustice to the Colonists as well as
the Indians. | will say | have not gone beyond what | did here, and my
stating the case in India has not prejudiced it in any way.

In your Indian campaign what attitude did you adopt towards the indentured
Indian question?

| have said most emphatically, in the pamphlets and elsewhere,
that the treatment of the indentured Indians is no worse or better in
Natal than they receive in other parts of the world. | have never
endeavoured to show that the indentured Indians have been receiving
cruel treatment. The question, generally speaking, is not a question of
the ill-treatment of Indians, but of the legal disabilities that are placed
on them. | have even said in the pamphlet that instances | have quoted
show that the treatment that the Indians receive was owing to the
prejudice against them, and what | have endeavoured to show is the
connection between the prejudice and the laws passed by the Colony
to restrict the freedom of the Indian.

| have said that the Indians did not approach the Indian
Government, the Indian public, or the Home Government, with the
view to having any redress against the prejudices of these Colonists. |
have said that Indians are the most hated beings in South Africa, and
that they are being ill-treated; but, for al that we do not ask the
Government for redress with regard to these things, but with regard to
the legal disahilities that are placed upon the Indians. We protest
against the legislation passed by prejudice, and redress has been asked
for against them. This, then, is simply a question of toleration on the
part of the Indian. The attitude taken up by the Colonists, especially
by the demonstration committee, is an attitude of intolerance. It has
been said in the papers that there is an organized attempt, under my
leadership, to swamp the Colony with Indians.' This statement is
absolutely false. | have as much to do with having induced these
passengers to come here as | have with inducing passengers to come
from Europe. No such attempt has ever been made.

| should think your agitation in India would have rather the opposite effect?
Certainly. | tried to induce some gentlemen to come who, |

' Vide "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies', 15-3-1897.
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thought, would be able to replace me, to work for the cause and | was
absolutely unsuccessful.* They refused to come.

The number of passengers on board the Courland and Naderi
has been exaggerated. There are not 800 passengers on the two ships,
so far as my information goes. In all there are about 600. Of these,
only 200 are for Natal, the rest are for Delagoa Bay, Mauritius,
Bourbon, and the Transvaal. Now, out of these 200, about 100 are
newcomers and of these new comers about 40 are ladies, and so it isa
guestion of admitting about 60 newcomers. These 60 newcomers
consist of storekeepers' assistants, traders on their own account, and
hawkers. | have nothing whatever to do with bringing passengers to
any of the other ports either. A statement has appeared to the effect
that there is a printing plant, 50 blacksmiths, and 30 compositors on
board—all absolutely false. Such a statement is calculated to inflame
the passions of the European artisans and the working people in
Durban, though it has no foundation in fact. The leader of the
demonstration committee, and anybody in Natal, would be perfectly
justified in getting up an agitation—a constitutional agitation,
remember—if there was an organized attempt to swamp the Colony
with Indians, and Indians of this stamp; but, as a matter of fact, thereis
not a single blacksmith or compositor on board.

The statement has been made that | have been advising people
on board to institute legal proceedings against the Government for
unlawful detention.? That is another statement that has no foundation
in fact. My object throughout is not to sow dissension between the two
communities, but to assist at creating harmony between the two,
without the Indians having to accept any degradation of their status as
conferred upon them by the Proclamation of 1858, when it was stated
that all subjects of Her Mgjesty in India would be treated on a footing
of equality without distinction of race, colour, or creed; and | submit, |
am justified in requesting every Colonist to tolerate the attitude,
however much they have differed from it. Really speaking, there can
be no objection to the Indian. The Colonial Patriotic Union® have put

! Vide “Letter to F. S. Taleyarkhan”, 10-10-1896, “Letter to F. S. Taleyar-
khan”, 18-10-1896, and “Letter to F. S. Taleyarkhan”, 5-11-1896.

% Vide "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies", 15-3-1897.

® An association formed by Durban Europeans in November 1896 to resist
immigration of free Indians; vide "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies”,
15-3-1897.
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forward statements that the artisan class are concerned. | say thereis
no competition between Europeans and Indians.

It istrue that few Indians do now and then come to Natal, but
the number of those in the Colony is very greatly exaggerated, and
certainly there are very few new comers. And how can there be any
competition between a high-class European and an ordinary Indian
artisan?| don’'t mean to say that Indian artisans cannot compete
successfully with the European artisans, but here, again, the Indian
artisans of a high order, and of the right stamp, do not come here, and
if they did come, they would not find much employment, just as if
other professional men came here they would not find much to do.

What is your object in coming back?

| do not return here with the intention of making money, but of
acting as a humble interpreter between the two communities. Thereis
a great misunderstanding between the communities, and | shall
endeavour to fulfil the office of interpreter so long as both the
communities do not object to my presence.

Had you the approval of the Indian Congress'to all the statements you made
and the action you took in India?

| certainly think so. | spoke in the name of the people.

Are there not some indentured Indians on board these boats?

No. There are some who come under an ordinary contract to
serve merchants here as shop assistants, but none indentured. An
unauthorized agency for bringing Indians under contract to render
domestic serviceisillegal, according to the Indian Immigration Law.

Have the Indian Congress no intention of starting a newspaper in Natal ?

There was an intention, not by the Indian Congress, but by a
body of workers who sympathize with the Congress, of starting a
paper, but that idea has to be given up, simply because | could not see
any way to devote my time to that and other work. | had instructions
to bring material and Indian type, but as | found it would be
impossible for me to work it, I did not bring anything. Had | been
able to persuade the gentlemen with whom | was negotiating to come
over here, | might have brought the material, but as that fell through, |
did not do so.

What steps have the Indian Congress taken with regard to this Colonial

' The referenceisto the Natal Indian Congress
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agitation?

So far as | know, the Congress have taken no steps whatever.

What is your plan of campaign?

My plan of campaign now is, if | am allowed time, to show that
there is no conflict of interest between the two countries; that the
attitude taken up by the Colony at present is indefensible on every
ground; and to justify what | have done in the eyes of the Colonists
for the sake of the case in which | am interested. Of course, we should
resist the passing of any laws to restrict the freedom of Indians
entering the Colony. | would naturally expect to have the full support
of the Indian Government on that. There is absolutely no danger of
the Colony getting swamped. The Courland, on one of her voyages,
took back as many as a hundred new arrivals, and |, therefore, submit
that the leaders should make sure of their facts before they put a
drastic policy before the Colony. The free Indian population really
remains stationary. The law of supply and demand regulates the
inflow and outflow of passengers.

Mr. Gandhi requested the reporter to convey to the editor of the
Advertiser his best thanks for allowing him to ventilate his views.

In taking leave of Mr. Gandhi, the reporter laid stress on the
very strong feeling against him at present in Durban, and advised him,
for his own sake, to be exceedingly careful in regard to disembarking,
since he was determined to land.

The Natal Advertiser, 14-1-1897

2. LETTER TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL
BEAacCH GROVE, DURBAN,
January 20, 1897

TO

THE HONOURABLE HARRY ESCOMBE
ATTORNEY -GENERAL
PIETERMARITZBURG

SIR,

| beg to thank you and the Government for the kind enquiries
made about me and the kindness shown to me by the officials of
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Durban after the incident that happened on Wednesday last.!

| beg to state that | do not wish that any notice should be taken
of the behaviour of some people towards me last Wednesday, which, |
have no doubt, was due to misapprehension on their part as to what |
did in India with reference to the Asiatic question.?

It is due to the Government to state that, although, under
instructions from you, the Superintendent of Water Police offered to
take me to town quietly at night, | proceeded to the shore with Mr.
Laughton® on my own responsibility without informing the Water
Police of my departure.

| have, etc.,
M. K. GANDHI

Enclosure in Despatch No. 32 of 3rd March, 1897, from the Governor of Natal
to the Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies.

Colonial Office Records: Petition and Despatches, 1897

3. CABLE TO BRITISH COMMITTEE OF THE INDIAN
NATIONAL CONGRESS, W. W. HUNTER AND

BHOWNAGGREE
[January 28, 1897]*

FROM

INDIANS
TO

Q) “INCAS™®

)] SIRWILLIAM HUNTER CARE Times

3 BHOWNAGGREE, L ONDON
TWO INDIAN STEAMERS “COURLAND” “NADERI” LEFT BOMBAY 30°

NOVEMBER. ARRIVED 18 DECEMBER. DESPITE CLEAN BILL HEALTH

! Shortly after he disembarked from the ship on January 13 Gandhiji had been
besieged by demonstrators. He escaped being lynched by the intervention of Mrs.
Alexander, the Police Superintendent’s wife, and by that officer’s resourcefulness
when later the house where Gandhiji had taken shelter was also besieged. Vide
“Satyagraha in South Africa” , Chapter VIl and “An Autobiography- Part I11, Chapter
& ",

> Chamberlain had cabled Natal Government to prosecute Gandhiji’s
assailants and Attorney-General Harry Escombe has sought Gandhiji’ s assistance in
indicting them.

® A European advocate of Durban who was friendly with Gandhiji

* The cable is undated. Vide however the following item.

* Telegraphic address of the British Committee of the Indian National
Congress in London

® The Naderi had actually sailed on November 28; vide "Memorial to Secretary
of State for the Colonies", 15-3-1897.
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THROUGHOUT VOYAGE FIVE DAYS QUARANTINE. BOMBAY PROCLAIMED

NEXT DAY INFECTED PORT. HEALTH OFFICER SUSPENDED. ANOTHER
APPOINTED WHO ON 24 VISITED SHIPS ORDERED DISINFECTION AND
BURNING OLD CLOTHES MATS ETC. IMPOSED 11 DAYS

QUARANTINE. BURNING ETC. DONE ON 25. ON 28 POLICE OFFICER BOARDED
REDISINFECTED AND BURNT BEDDINGS BAGS CLOTHING ETC. HEALTH OFFICER
ON 29 VISITED SHIPS SHOWED SATISFACTION AGAIN IMPOSED 12
DAYS QUARANTINE. PRATIQUE DUE 10 JANUARY GIVEN ON 11. AFTER
STEAMERS  ARRIVAL MEETINGS CALLED BY VOLUNTEER OFFICERS
AND OTHERS TO FORCIBLY PREVENT LANDING PASSENGERS. TOWN
HALL USED FOR MEETINGS. SPEAKER DECLARED GOVERNMENT
SYMPATHY AND THAT DEFENCE MINISTER SAID GOVERNMENT
WOULD NOT OPPOSE MOB. STATED THAT 800 PASSENGERS FOR
NATAL ON TWO STEAMERS MOSTLY ARTISANS AND LABOURERS.
SCHEME TO SWAMP COLONY WITH INDIANS. PRINTING
PLANT ON BOARD ETC. SUCH STATEMENTS PROMOTED
AGITATION INFLAMED PEOPLE. TRUTH IS ONLY 600 PASSENGERS
NOT MORE  THAN 200 FOR NATAL BEING TRADERS THEIR
ASSISTANTS  RELATIVES WIVES CHILDREN OF OLD RESIDENTS.
NO SCHEME TO SWAMP COLONY. NO PRINTING PLANT.
ONE OF QUARANTINE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY
GOVERNMENT HEADED SIXTH DIVISION OF MOB.
ULTIMATUM ASKING PASSENGERS TO RETURN INDIA UNLESS THEY
WOULD FACE OPPOSITION FROM THOUSANDS OF DURBAN

PEOPLE. GANDHI ON “COURLAND” THREATENED WITH
TARRING FEATHERING LYNCHING. STEAMERS AGENTS
SHOWING ILLEGALITY IN IMPOSING QUARANTINE URGED
RELIEF  AND PROTECTION FOR  PASSENGERS FROM  GOVERNMENT.
AGENTS LETTER IGNORED TILL AFTER DEMONSTRATION

ON THIRTEENTH. THOUSANDS INCLUDING GOVERNMENT RAILWAYMEN
VOLUNTEERS 300 KAFFIRS  WITH STICKS MASSED AT WHARF
“TO PREVENT LANDING OF PASSENGERS BY FORCE IF
NECESSARY”. DEFENCE MINISTER BROUGHT SHIPS IN ADDRESSED
MOB AND IT DISPERSED. PASSENGERS SAFETY ASSURED.
SOME  LANDED AFTERNOON OTHERS  NEXT DAY. GOVERNMENT
OFFERED GANDHI TO LAND QUIETLY AT NIGHT. HE LANDED
LATE AFTERNOON ACCOMPANIED BY ADVOCATE LAUGHTON. ROUGHLY
HANDLED. ASSAULTED BY CROWD. POLICE RESCUED. PAPERS
CONDEMN DEMONSTRATION AND AGREE AGITATORS PROCEEDED
ON FALSE STATEMENTS, JUSTIFY GANDHI. SOME JOURNALS SUSPECT
COLLUSION BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND AGITATORS. PASSENGERS
SUFFERED IMMENSELY. GOVERNMENT NOT HEEDING. INDIANS
QUARANTINE RELIEF FUND SUPPLIED BEDDINGS PROVISIONS ETC.
DURING QUARANTINE. GOVERNMENT NEGOTIATING WITH HOME
GOVERNMENT TO SECURE ANTI-INDIAN LEGISLATION. PLEASE WATCH.

From a photostat of the office copy: S.N. 1883
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4. LETTERTO SRWILLIAM W. HUNTER*

DURBAN,
January 29, 1897

SIR,

| reached Natal on the 18th December but could not land in
Durban before the 13th January. The circumstances under which this
delay occurred are very painful. The Indian community yesterday
sent a very long telegram?to you narrating the events of the past 30
days. | venture to give below the circumstances that culminated in a
demonstration by about 5,000 Durban men to oppose the landing of
passengers on board two ships Courland and Naderi, the first named
being owned by Messrs Dada Abdoolla and Co. of Durban and the
second by the Persian Steam Navigation Co. (of Bombay).

About the beginning of August last,* the Tongaat Sugar Co.
applied to the Immigration Trust Board for eleven Indian artisans to
be brought under indenture.” This gave rise to an organized agitation
by the European artisans against the Indians generally. Well-attended
meetings of European artisans were held in Durban and Maritzburg
and other towns to protest against the introduction of Indian artisans
by the Sugar Co. who, yielding to the voice of the artisans, withdrew
their application. But the agitation continued. The leaders assumed
certain facts and allowed the agitation to develop into one against the
Indians wholesadle amost  without  discrimination.  Angry
correspondence condemning the Indians, mostly under noms de
plume, went on. While this was going on, statements appeared in the
Press to the effect that the Indians had organized an attempt to flood
the Colony with free Indians. About this time appeared also Reuter’s
telegram® regarding my pamphlet which enraged the Colonists. The
telegram said that | had stated that Indians were robbed, assaulted, etc.

! The source does not mention the addressee, but from Hunter’s acknowledg-
ment in his letter of February 22, 1897 (S.N. 2074), it is clear that he had received it.
Presumably similar |etters were sent to the British Committee of the Indian National
Congress and Sir Mancherji Bhownaggree.

% Vide the preceding item.

® Cf. however "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies", 15-3-1897,
where the date given is April 7.

* Vide also "Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies’, 15-3-1897.

® For an extract from this, vide “Memorial to Secretary of State for the
Colonies", 15-3-1897.
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When, however, the papers received copies of the pamphlet, they
acknowledged that | had stated nothing that was not stated in Natal
before and that was not acknowledged to be correct. But the general
populace, who formed their opinion of the pamphlet from Reuter’s
summary, continued to retain their bitter feelings. Then came the
wires regarding the Bombay and Madras meetings. These, while not
inaccurate, were read together with Reuter’s summary and made the
feelings more bitter.

In the mean while, steamers continued to bring a large number
of Indians. The arrivals were prominently reported and exaggerated.
The almost equal returns by the same steamers passed unnoticed. And
the artisans were led to believe without any ground that these steamers
brought mostly Indian artisans. This gave rise to the formation of
anti-Indian associations' at whose meetings resolutions were passed
asking the Natal Government to stop the influx of free Indians, to
prevent Indians from owning landed property, etc. These associations
are not much countenanced by the commercial people but are
composed chiefly of artisans and a few professional men.

At the time this was going on, two ships Courland and Naderi,
bound for Natal and containing Indian passengers, were reported to
be on the water. | was a passenger on board the Courland. | was to
have gone by one of the British Indian boats, but the telegram from
Durban, asking me to return at once, necessitated my taking passage
by the Courland. As soon as the news became public property, the
papers and the Durban Town Council urged that Bombay should be
declared an infected port. The steamers reached Natal on the 18th and
were placed under quarantine for 23 days from the day of leaving
Bombay. Proclamation declaring Bombay an infected port was dated
the 18th December and published in a Gazette Extraordinary on the
19th, that is, one day after the steamers’ arrival. The medical officer,
who imposed five day, quarantine, making 23 days from the time of
departure of the steamers from Bombay, was dismissed and another
appointed in his stead. He boarded the steamers after the expiry of the
first quarantine and imposed 12 days' quarantine from that day. The
Government had appointed a Committee to report as to how the two
ships were to be treated and the reports said that 12 days' quarantine

' The European Protection Association and the Colonial Patriotic Union; vide
“Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies", 15-3-1897.
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after fumigation, etc., would be necessary. The medical officer gave
instructions with regard to fumigation and disinfection during the
time. These were carried out. Six days after this, an officer was placed
on each ship to watch fumigation, etc. And after that, the medical
officer came again and imposed a quarantine of 12 days from that
day. Thus, even if the Committee’'s report were justified, 11 clear days
were wasted before the 12 days' quarantine began.

While the ships were thus lying in the outer anchorage, alocal
butcher, Mr. Harry Sparks, Captain, Natal Mounted Rifles of the
Volunteer Force, published a notice under his signature calling
“every man in Durban to attend a public meeting to be held on the
4th January for the purpose of arranging a demonstration to proceed
to the Point, and protest against the landing of Asiatics.”* This
meeting was very largely attended and held in the Durban Town Hall.
It was, however, a compliment that the more sober portion of the
community held aloof from active participation in the movement. It is
also worthy of notice that the associations before referred to did not
take part in the movement. Dr. Mackenzie, one of the members of the
Committee alluded to above, and Captain of the Naval Carbineers and
Mr. J. S. Wylie, alocal solicitor and Captain of the Durban Light
Infantry, were the chief movers. Inflammatory speeches were made at
the meeting. It was resolved that the Government should be called
upon to return the passengers on the two ships to India at the
Colony’s expense and “that every man at this meeting agrees and
binds himself, with a view to assisting the Government to carry out the
foregoing resolution, to do all his country may require of him and
with that view will, if necessary, attend at the Point at any time when
required.” The meeting also suggested that the quarantine should be
further extended and that a special session be called, if necessary, to
extend it, thus, in my humble opinion, showing clearly that the
previous quarantine was meant to vex the Indians into returning to
India.

The Government, in their telegraphic reply to the resolutions,
said that they had no power “apart from such as may be conferred by
the quarantine laws to prevent the landing in the Colony of any class
of Her Majesty’s subjects” and deprecated action suggested by the
second resolution quoted above. There-upon another meeting was

' Vide also “Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies", 15-3-1897.
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held in the Town Hall. Mr. Wylie moved a resolution, which was

carried, to the effect that a special session should be called to extend
guarantine. The following are the significant passages of his speech:

The Committee said if the Government did nothing, Durban would have

to do it herself and go in force to the Point and see what could be done. They

capped that by remarking “we presume that you, as representing the

Government and good authority of this Colony, would have to bring force to

oppose us.” Mr. Escombe, the Attorney-General and Minister of Defence, said,

“We will do nothing of the sort. We are with you and we are going to do

nothing of the sort to oppose you. But, if you put us in such a position, we

may have to go to the Governor of the Colony and ask him to take over the
reins of this Colony as we can no longer conduct the Government. Y ou will
have to find some other persons.

The second resolution was that, “We proceed by demonstration
to the Point on the arrival of the Indians but each man binds himself
to conform to the orders of hisleaders.” The speakers inflamed the
hearers particularly against me. A document that was issued for
signatures was thus headed: “List of names of members (trade or
profession mentioned) who are willing to proceed to the Point and
resist by force, if necessary, the landing of Asiatics and to obey any
orders which may be given by the leaders.” The next stage in the
movement was for the Demonstration Committee to send an
ultimatum to the Captain of the Courland, saying that passengers
should return to India at the Colony’s expense and that, if they did
not do so, their landing would be resisted by thousands of Durban
men. Thiswas practically ignored.

While the movement was thus progressing, the Agents
communicated with the Government and asked for protection of
passengers. No reply was vouchsafed until the day on which the ships
were brought in, on the 13th instant. Not much remains to be added to
the telegram, of which a copy is enclosed herewith. As to the assault
on me, it was due to the misrepresentations that appeared about me in
the papers. The assault itself was the work of irresponsible persons and
by itself need not be noticed at all. Of course, | narrowly escaped
being lynched. The papers agree in saying that | did nothing that
another in my place would not have done. | may also state that, after
the assault, | was treated kindly by the Government officials and
afforded protection.

The Government now intend to introduce, in March next, laws
restricting the influx of the Indians. Town Councils have been asking
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the Government for widest powers to enable them to prevent Indians
from taking out licences to trade, owning landed property, etc. What
the outcome will be it is difficult to say. Our only hope liesin you and
the gentlemen working in London in our behalf. In any case, it istime
some declaration was made as to the policy of the Home Government
with regard to the Indians going outside India. The continuation of
assisted immigration to Natal under the circumstances seems to be a
great anomaly. There is absolutely no danger of the Asiatics
swamping the Colony. There is no competition between Indian and
European artisans. It may almost be said that for every Indian coming
to Natal one returns to India. The whole of this matter will be fully
dealt with in amemorial to Mr. Chamberlain that is in course of
preparation. This letter has been sent in the mean while to furnish you
with a brief summary of the past events. We are aware that your timeis
otherwise well occupied. But, however reluctant we may be to trouble
you with our sorrows, we find no escape from the course if we are to
get justice.
Thanking you on behalf of the Indian community in Natal,

| remain,
Your obedient servant,
M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat of the office copy: S.N. 1967
5 LETTERTO THE BRITISH AGENT
[DURBAN,]
NATAL,

January 29, 1897
HISHONOUR THE BRITISH AGENT
PRETORIA

SIR,

Many Indians, intending to proceed to the Transvaa via
Charlestown find difficulty in crossing the border. Some days ago, the
official on the border allowed Indians possessing £25 to proceed to
their destination in the Transvaal. Now it is said the official on the
border would not allow the Indians to cross the border under any
circumstances, though some may have been able to do so. May |
venture to ask if you will be good enough to ascertain, on behalf of
Her Mgjesty’ s Indian subjects, under what circumstances they will be
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allowed to cross the border.

| have, etc.,
M. K. GANDHI

The Pretoria Archives and the Colonial Office Records, South Africa, General,
1897

6. LETTERTO “ THE NATAL MERCURY"*

DURBAN,
February 2, 1897
THE EDITOR, The Natal Mercury

SIR,

| venture to offer afew remarks on the Indian famine, regarding
which appeal for funds has been made to the British Colonies. It is not
perhaps generally known that India is the poorest country in the
world, in spite of the fabulous accounts of the riches of her Rajas and
Maharajas. The highest Indian authorities state that “the remaining
fifth (i.e, of the population of British India), or 40,000,000, go
through life on insufficient food”. Thisis the normal condition of
British India. Famines, as arule, recur in India every four years. It
must not be difficult to imagine what the condition of the people
would be at such atime in that poverty-stricken country. Children are
snatched from their mothers, wives from their husbands. Whole tracts
are devastated, and this in spite of the precautions taken by a most
benevolent Government. Of the famines of recent times, that of 1877-
78 was the most severe. The famine commissioners thus report as to
the death-rate:

It has been estimated, and, in our opinion, on substantial grounds, that
the mortality which occurred in the Provinces under British administration,
during the period of famine and drought extending over the years 1877 and
1878, amounted, in a population of 197,000,000 to 52,50,000 in excess of
the deaths that would have occurred had the seasons been ordinarily healthy.

The total expenditure during the crisis was over £11,000,000.

The present famine bids fair to beat the record in point of
severity. The distress has already become acute. The worst time has
yet to come, when summer setsin. Thisisthefirst time, | believe, that
the British Colonies have been appealed to from India, and it isto be

! This appeared under the title "The Indian Famine",
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hoped the response will be generous. The Central Famine Committee
at Calcutta must have exhausted all the resources before deciding to
appeal to the Colonies. And it will be agreat pity if the response is not
adequate to the urgency of the appeal.

It istrue that the outlook is not particularly cheerful even in
South Africa, but it will be admitted that there can be no comparison
between the distress in India and that in South Africa. And even if
there should be a call on the purse of the Natal magnates on behalf of
the South African poor, | venture to trust that that would not deter
them from dipping their hands deep into their purses on behalf of
millions of their fellow-subjects in India, who are on the verge of
starvation. Whether it be in the United Kingdom or in the Colonies, |
am sure British philanthropy will assert itself, as it has on previous
occasions, on behalf of suffering humanity, no matter where and how
often.

| am, etc.,
M. K. GANDHI

The Natal Mercury, 4-2-1897

7. APPEAL FOR FUNDS
[February 3, 1897]

DEAR COUNTRYMEN,

While we are having our meals daily, hundreds of thousands are
dying of hunger in India. The dark shadow of famine has caused a
gloom over our dear country. The people of India have applied to all
under the British flag to send help to the starving millions there. It is,
perhaps, not known to all of us that, without famine, 40,000,000 in
India do not know what it is to have their hunger satisfied from year’s
end to year’s end. Imagine, then, what must be the condition of our
brethren in India during these distressing times. Under such
circumstances, it is the duty of every Indian, who is able to get
sufficient to feed himself, to part with something for the sake of the
dying. It will not do for usto say, ‘| gave something only yesterday

' The appeal, which was published in the source under the title "The Black
Faminein India", was issued by the Committee formed at a meeting of Indians on
February 3, to make collections from various centres in Natal. It was translated into
the several languages spoken by Indians in Natal asis shown by copies available at
the Sabarmati Sangrahalaya.
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towards this fund or that.” Y ou would not say so if you saw a man
dying at your door of hunger; you would give all you may have to
satisfy the hunger of that dying man. In the present case, the only
differenceisthat millions are dying of hunger far away from you in a
place which is your Motherland, from which you derive your status
whatever it may be, and with whose welfare yours is indissolubly
bound up. It would not also do to say that what you may give will be
of no use to the ocean of sufferersin India. Thisis amistake. If all
were to argue that way, there will be no help for them. It is the drops
that make the ocean. It is, therefore, the duty of every one of usto
give the utmost we can towards the Relief Fund.

If you are not in affluent circumstances, it should be a duty to
deny yourself something—some luxury, some jewellery, anything that
is not absolutely necessary for you.

The funds will be in the hands of a Committee. The names of all
who give 10s. or more will be published in newspapers in India and
everyone will get a receipt, signed by Mr. M. K. Gandhi for the
Famine Relief Committee, countersigned by the person or persons
receiving the contributions. The Committee consists of Messrs Dada
Abdoolla and Co., Messrs Mahomed Cassim Camroodeen and Co.,
Messrs Azam Gulam Hussain and Co., Mr. Mohanlal Ray, Mr. Syed
Mahomed, Rev. Simon Velaman, Mr. Adamji Miyakhan, Mr. Parsee
Rustomji, Mr. Peermahomed Dawoodji, Mr. Moosa Haee Cassm,
Messrs Dawood Mahomed and Co., Mr. Dunn, Mr. Royappan, Mr
Lawrence, Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Osman Ahmed, Mr. Joshua, Mr. Gabriel,
Mr. Hajee Abdoola, Mr. Hasam Sumar, Mr. Peeran Mahomed, Mr.
Mogararia, Mr. Gandhi and others.

It is expected that the Indians in the Colony will furnish at least
£1,000 for the sufferers, though there is no reason why the funds
should not amount to £2,000 and more. It will all depend upon your
generosity and sympathy for your brethren in India

No money should be given without a receipt in English and
Tamil, signed by Mr. M. K. Gandhi and countersigned by the
receiver.

The Natal Advertiser, 4-2-1897
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8. LETTERTO J. B. ROBINSON*

WEST STREET, DURBAN,
February 4, 1897

J. B. ROBINSON, ESsQ.

JOHANNESBURG
SIR,

We, as representing the Indian community in Natal, beg
respectfully to approach you, as a Leader of the British community in
Johannesburg, on a matter which, we are confident, has your entire
sympathy and support.

The present famine in India beats all previous records, and the
alarming condition to which people have been reduced by starvation
and consequent evilsis unparalleled in the annals of Indian famines.
The acute suffering is so widespread the authorities as well as the
public have called forth the utmost resources of Indian charity. Relief
Fund Committees have been formed in all parts of India, but they are
found to be entirely and absolutely inadequate to stem the rising tide
of distress. The population is being rapidly decimated in spite of the
efforts of those that are working heart and soul for the poor, suffering
masses of humanity. The Government and the people of India cannot
cope with the horrors of the calamity in an effective way, and no
wonder the English public has stretched its ever-ready helping hand.

The Press in England has taken up the matter in right earnest,
and as you are aware, a Mansion House? Fund has been opened. It is
stated that even foreign powers have promised help.

Probably, thisis the first time in the history of Indian famines
that the Colonies have been asked to open relief funds, and we have
no doubt every loyal British subject will gladly avail himself of the
opportunity of offering what material assistance be can to lessen the
horrible suffering of his tens of millions of starving fellow-subjects.

Realizing his responsibility and recognizing his duty, our Mayor
has already started afund in response to Calcutta cablegram from the
Chief Justice of Bengal on behalf of Central Committee there.® Indians

' The signatories to this letter were the members of the Committee named in
the foregoing appeal .

> The official residence of the Mayor of London. The fund in the end amounted
to £550,000. — Encyclopedia Britannica, 1965

® Vide "Letter to Francis W. Maclean", 7-5-1897.
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in all parts of the world have been moving actively in the matter, and
in Durban alone, by yesterday, they subscribed about £700, two firms
contributing over £100 each and one £75 and there are good grounds
for the hope that the collection might amount to about £1,500.

We have taken the liberty to approach you, Sir, because we are
confident you will sympathize with our aims and objects;, we,
therefore, venture to request you to start arelief fund. Thereis no
doubt, with your immense influence and energy, you are in position
to help materially the public of Indiain their endeavoursto relieve the
suffering millions from the terrible consequences of the prevailing
famine, and we feel sure that Johannesburg, with its immense riches,
can do much more in this direction than all other parts of South
Africa put together.

We may be permitted to state here that we have appealed to the
Indians in different parts of South Africato do all they can in this
matter.

Hoping that this will receive your immediate attention and with
apologies for encroaching upon your precious time,

We remain,
Sir,
Your obedient servants

From the office copy: S.N. 1996

9. TO THE CLERGYMEN OF DURBAN

BEACH GROVE, DURBAN,
February 6, 1897

TO...

| venture to write to you; about the Indian Famine Fund opened
by the Mayor of Durban. | beg to draw your attention to the remark
made by the Mayor in the Town Council yesterday to the effect that
only one European had so far subscribed.

| need hardly describe the suffering of the millions in Indiawho
may have to die simply from want of sufficient nutriment.

| beg to refer you to my letter* in the Mercury of the 3rd instant
which would give you some idea of the volume of distress that is
threatening India at the present time.

' Gandhiji is evidently referring to his letter of February 2 which appeared in
that newspaper on February 4; vide “Letter to The Natal Mercury”, 2-2-1897.
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| venture to think that references to the matter and appeals to the
audiences for funds from the pulpit to[morrow?]* will go a great way
towards exciting the generous sympathy of the public on behalf of the
suffering millions in India.
| beg to remain,
Your obedient servant,
M. K. GANDHI

From a photostat of the office copy: S.N. 3643

10. LETTERTO A. M. CAMERON?

BEACH GROVE, DURBAN,
February 15, 1897

A. M. CAMERON
PosTt OFFICEDARGLE RoAD?

DEAR SIR,

In thank you for your kind letter of the 10th instant and your
valuable suggestion. | am very glad that you will be able to spare a
few days for coming down to Durban. | enclose herewith a cheque for
£3. If you wish to travel first class you may do so and your further
expenses will be paid.

| am,
Yourstruly,
M. K. GANDH]I

From a photostat of the office copy: S.N. 3645

! February 7 was a Sunday.

> The addressee was then the Natal correspondent of The Times of India (vide
"Letter to F. S. Taleyarkhan", 17-12-1897) and Gandhiji had invited him over for
consultations about a journal to be started to further the cause of the South African
Indians. It was, however, only in 1903 that Indian Opinion came out.

® A community village about 20 miles from Pietermaritzburg
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11. MEMORIAL TO SECRETARY OF STATE FOR
THE COLONIES!

March 15, 1897
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE JOSEPH CHAMBERLAIN
HER MAJESTY’SPRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR THE COLONIES
LONDON

THE MEMORIAL OF THE UNDERSIGNED INDIANS
RESIDING IN THE COLONY OF NATAL
HUMBLY SHEWETH:

That your Memorialists, as representing the Indian community
in Natal, hereby venture to approach you with reference to the Indian
guestion in Natal, with special regard to the demonstration that took
place in Durban on the 13th January, 1897, headed by Captain
Sparks, a commissioned officer, to protest against the landing of
Asiatics on board the s.s. Courland and s.s. Naderi, two | ndian-owned
ships which arrived in Durban on the 18th day of December, 1896
with about 600 passengers, which culminated in an assault on one of
them who was saved from being lynched by the tact of the Durban
Borough Police.

The Indian community in Natal has been suffering from various
legal disabilities for a very long time, some of which have been made
the subject of memorials to Her Majesty’s Government.® In those
memorials, it has been pointed out that the ultimate extinction of the
Indian as afree man is the goal of the Colonists, and that every
disability placed on the Indian becomes the forerunner of many more,
and that his position is to be so reduced that he cannot exist in the
Colony, except as (to quote the Attorney-General of Natal) “a hewer
of wood and drawer of water”, till the end of his lifetime. On these
and such grounds, it was urged that legislation restrictive of the
freedom of the Indians in Natal should not be sanctioned by Her
Majesty’s Government. While, whoever, Her Majesty’s Government
sympathized with the object of the memorials, they were reluctant to

' This was printed and forwarded to the Natal Governor for transmission on
April 6; vide "Petition to the Natal Governor", 6-4-1897.

2 Thereference is to the attack on Gandhiji.

® For the various previous Memorials to the addressee.
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refuse the Royal sanction to some of the Bills objected to in the
memorials. The encouragement, obtained from the more or less
successful issue of their first and test experiments to carry out the final
object, has resulted in the formation by the Europeans, during the last
seven months, of anti-Indian associations, and the question has
assumed a very acute phase. Under the circumstances, your
Memorialists, in the interests of the Indian community in Natal, feel it
to be their duty to place areview of the last seven months’ anti-Indian
agitation before Her Majesty’ s Government.

On the 7th April, 1896, the Tongaat Sugar Company applied to
the Immigration Trust Board, indenting for the following Indian
artisans—one each: brick-layer, plate-layer, plasterer, house-painter,
carriage-builder, wheelwright, carpenter, blacksmith, fitter, turner,
iron-moulder, and coppersmith. The Trust Board granted the
application. As soon as this information was published in the
newspapers, a storm of protest arose of the Colony. Meetings to
protest against the action of the Trust Board were advertised for in the
local papers, both in Pietermaritzburg and Durban. The first meeting
was held in Durban, on the 11th day of August, and is reported to
have been largely attended, where angry speeches were made. As a
result of the agitation, the Tongaat Sugar Company withdrew their
application in the following terms: “As our application for the above
appears to have met with an opposition entirely unforeseen on our
part, we have decided to withdraw it.” The agitation, however, did not
die with the withdrawal. Meetings continued to be held and the
speakers went beyond the scope thereof. Y our memorialists humbly
think that the protest against the application was perfectly justified, in
so far as the introduction of skilled labour under State protection was
contemplated; and that, had the agitation remained within proper
bounds, the events that followed might not have taken place. Some of
the speakers at those meetings laid stress on the fact that the Indians
could not fairly be blamed in the matter, and that it was the Sugar
Company that was entirely to blame. The tone, however, of most of
the speeches was such as to easily inflame the passions of the
audience. The correspondence in the newspapers also was carried on
much the same way. Facts were at a heavy discount; the whole Indian
question was opened up; and Indians were condemned wholesale. The
meetings, in your Memorialists’ humble opinion, amply justified the
contention of the Indian community that the Indians are the most
hated and misunderstood community in the Colony. They were called
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“black vermin”. A speaker at one of the Maritzburg meetings said:
“A coolie could live on the smell of an oily rag.” One of the
audience at that meeting said: “They breed like rabbits, those that are
here”, and another added: “The worst of it is we can’'t shoot them
down.” At one of the Durban meetings, a voice from the audience
said, with reference to the application: “If the Indian artisans come,
we will go to the Point and stop them.” Another said at the same
meeting: “A coolieisnot a man.” Thus, it will be seen that the
material for the events of January last was being prepared in August,
1896. Another feature of this agitation was that the working classes
were induced to take an active interest in the matter.

Hardly had the time for proper reflection over the action of the
Trust Board come, when the following telegram appeared in the
newspapers, on September 14th, 1896, through Reuter’s agency:

A pamphlet published in India declares that the Indians in Natal are
robbed and assaulted and treated like beasts, and are unable to obtain redress.

The Times of India advocates an inquiry into these allegation.

This telegram naturally roused the indignation of the Colony,
and added fuel to the fire. The pamphlet referred to was a statement
of the grievances of the British Indians in South Africa by Mr. M. K.
Gandhi, who was appointed by the representatives of the Indian
community in South Africato “represent the grievances the Indians
are labouring under in South Africa, before the authorities and public
men and public bodiesin India’.*

It is necessary for your Memorialists to digress a little, and to
clear up the position. Your Memorialists have no hesitation in saying
that the contents of the telegram are not borne out by the pamphlet.
This was admitted by all who read both. The Natal Mercury, on
reading the pamphlet, changed the angry attitude it had taken up on
seeing the telegram, in the following words:

Mr. Gandhi, on his part and on behalf of his countrymen, has done
nothing that he is not entitled to do, and from his point of view, the principle
he is working for is an honourable and a legitimate one. He is within his
rights, and so long as he acts honestly and in a straightforward manner, he
cannot be blamed nor interfered with. So far as we know, he has always done
so, and his latest pamphlet we cannot honestly say is an unfair statement of
the case from his point of view. Reuter’s cable is a gross exaggeration of Mr.

! Vide "The Credentials’, p. 1.
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Gandhi’ s statement. He enumerates only a number of grievances, but these by
no means justify anyone in stating that his pamphlet declares that the Indians
in Natal are robbed and assaulted and treated like beasts and are unable to
obtain redress. (18th September, 1896)
The Natal Advertiser of the same date says:

A perusal of Mr. Gandhi’s pamphlet, recently published in Bombay,
leads to the conclusion that the telegraphic description of its objects and
contents was considerably exaggerated. True, Mr. Gandhi complains of a
certain amount of ill-treatment of indentured Indians, but there is nothing to
warrant the statement that he alleges that the Indians in Natal are robbed,
assaulted and treated like beasts. His is rather the old, familiar grievance that
the Indian is regarded and treated by Europeans as belonging to a separate class
and race, and not one of themselves. From Mr. Gandhi’s point of view thisis
very deplorable and it is easy to sympathize with him and his compatriots.

To return, although a select few could treat the above telegram
at its proper value, the generality kept up their idea of the pamphlet in
India derived from the telegram. Correspondence went on in the
newspapers, inflaming the Europeans against the Indians. An
association, called the European Protection Association, was formed in
Maritzburg on the 18th day of September, 1896, at a meeting,
according to reports, attended by about 30 persons. Although this
meeting was the direct outcome of the action of the Trust Board above
referred to, the programme of the Association is very comprehensive.

The principal efforts of the Association, according to The Natal
Witness of the 8th October, 1896, will be directed to the further
reform of the laws regulating the introduction of Asatics into the
Colony, and special attention will be directed to (a) withdrawal of all
State-aid, assistance or countenance from all bodies of persons
connected with Indian or other Asiatic immigration; (b) press upon
Parliament the necessity of enacting such rules and regulations as will
really compel the Indian to leave the Colony at the expiration of his
term of indenture; (c) take all steps that may be found advisable for
limiting the number of Indians introduced into the Colony; and (d) to
endeavour to have the Australian laws as to immigration made
applicable to Natal.

Following upon that was established an association in Durban on
the 26th day of November, 1896, called the Colonial Patriotic Union.
The object of the Union is stated to be “to prevent the further influx
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of free Asiaticsinto the country”. The following passages occur in
the statement published by the Union:
By preventing the further immigration of Asiatic races into this
Colony, the interests of Europeans, natives, and Asiatics now in the country
will be protected. The Union will in no way interfere with the introduction of
indentured labourers, provided such labourers, with their wives and children, if
any, shall be returnable to India on completion of their indentures.

The Union have been canvassing signatures to the following
petition addressed to the Government:

We the undersigned inhabitants of the Colony of Natal do hereby most
respectfully petition the Government to adopt measures which would prevent
the influx of Asiatic races into this Colony: ‘(1) The older and richer British
Colonies of Australiaand New Zealand have found that this class of immigrant
is detrimental to the best interests of inhabitants, and have passed laws
having as their object the total exclusion of Asiatics. (2) The disproportion
between white and black races is already so great in this Colony that it appears
highly injudicious to further increase this disproportion. (3) The continued
introduction of Asiatic racesis in the highest sense detrimental to the natives
of this Colony from the fact that so long as the cheaper Asiatic supply is
available so long will the civilization of the natives be retarded, their
civilization depending upon their intercourse with the white races. (4) The low
moral tone and insanitary habits of Asiatics are a constant source of danger to
the progress and health of the European population.’

The Government have declared themselves in entire sympathy
with the Union programme. It will be seen that, as your Memorialists
feared when the Immigration Law Amendment Bill was passed,* which
has unfortunately received the sanction of the Home Government, it
was simply a step towards further restriction. Whether the Government
would bring in a Bill having for its object completion of the
indentures in Indiais another matter. But, your Memorialists humbly
submit, the fact remains that the yielding by Her Magjesty’'s
Government to the desire of the European Colonists to establish the
principle of compulsory return of the indentured Indians after the
completion of their contracts has encouraged them to ask for more.
The Indian community is expected to join in aleonine partnership:

' Thiswas on July 7, 1894; vide Letter to Dadabhai Naoroji”, 14-7-1894.
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the Indians are to give all but to receive nothing worth mentioning.
Your Memorialists earnestly hope that, whatever be the ultimate
outcome of the present position, Her Majesty’ s Government will never
countenance so obviously iniquitous an arrangement and stop further
State-aided emigration from Indiato Natal.

The petition of the Union discloses a sad want of knowledge and
grave prejudice on the part of the promoters thereof. Your
Memorialists need hardly say that the British Colonies alluded to have
not yet been allowed to pass the class legislation of the nature
indicated therein. As The Natal Mercury, in a leading article on
November 28, reminded the Union, “the fact of the matter is that the
Actsin operation in those Colonies are almost solely directed against
Chinese.” And, even if such Acts were to come into operation in
future, there is hardly any analogy between this Colony and the
others. Natal cannot do without the Indian labourers; it would shut the
door against Indians above that level. Thisis hardly consistent. The
Australian Colonies, on the other hand, would have this much in their
favour that they would, if they could, exclude al Indians without
distinction.

The disproportion between white and black races is certainly
very great; but, even if the Indians were to be classed amongst black
races, they are not responsible for it, for it is caused owing to there
being over 400,000 natives of South Africa, as against 50,000
Europeans. The Indians, who number about 51,000, cannot materially
affect the proportion even if their number were to increase to
100,000. The petition states that the introduction “of Asiatic racesis
in the highest sense detrimental to the natives of this Colony,”
because of the cheaper Asiatic supply. Now the natives can, if at all,
only take the place of the indentured Indians; but the Union does not
propose to do away with the indentured Indians. In fact, the highest
authorities have stated it as their opinion that the natives cannot, and
will not, do the work now being done by the indentured Indians; the
very fact that, in spite of all this agitation, the demand for indentured
Indians is greater than ever, as seen from the reports of the
Immigration Department, proves this; and it is admitted that there is
no competition whatever between the free Indians, who alone the
Union objects to, and the natives. Asto the allegation about the low
moral tone and insanitary habits of Indians, your Memorialists need
hardly say anything: it simply shows to what extent prejudice has
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carried the promoters away. Y our Memorialists would, however, crave
leave to refer Her Majesty’s Government to Dr. Veale's and other
certificates of the same tenor, annexed to the petition with regard to
the Transvaal Indian Arbitration, to the effect that class considered, the
Indians live better and in better habitations than the Europeans.* If,
however, the Indians do not attend to sanitation as well as the
Europeans, the laws are there to see that they do not neglect the duty
of observing the sanitary rules. Be that as it may, these meetings, the
correspondence they gave rise to, and the statements made therein,
without particular regard to accuracy, kept up and added to the
excitement of the populace.

On the 18th of December came the two ill-fated steamers the
Courland and the Naderi, the first named being owned by a loca
Indian firm and the second named by the Persian Steam Navigation
Company of Bombay, which was under the agency of the owners of
the Courland. In dealing with the events after the arrival of the two
ships, your Memorialists disclaim any intention to ventilate a personal
grievance. The question, as affecting Messrs Dada Abdulla &
Company personally as owners and agents of the ships, your
Memorialists would endeavour to avoid, except when it is necessary to
refer to it in the interests of the Indian community as a whole. The
bills of health received by the steamers at Bombay, at the time of
departure, stated that there was a mild form of bubonic plague raging
in certain districts of Bombay; the steamers, therefore, entered the bay
flying the quarantine flag, although there was an absolutely clean bill
of health during the voyage. (App. A and B.) The s.s. Naderi left the
Prince’s Dock, Bombay, on the 28th, and the s.s. Courland on the
30th of November, 1896. The steamers, on their arrival, were placed in
guarantine by the Health Officer “until 23 days had elapsed since
leaving Bombay”. By a proclamation which appeared in a
Government Gazette Extraordinary, on the 19th December, 1896,
Bombay was declared to be an infected port. On the same day, the
owners and agents wrote to the Health Officer, on the strength of a
newspaper report, asking the cause of the ships being put in
guarantine. (App. C.) No reply was sent to that communication. On
the 21st of the same month, a telegram was sent by the owners
solicitors, Messrs Goodricke, Laughton and Cooke, to the Honourable
the Colonial Secretary of Natal with reference to the matter, and

' Vide “Petition to Lord Rippon”, before 5-5-1895, Appendix A.
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asking if His Excellency the Governor would receive a deputation.
(App. D.) Reply thereto was received from Maritzburg on the 22nd
that there would be no need of a deputation, for reasons stated in
Appendix E. But after their solicitors had despatched the telegram,
they were informed that His Excellency was in Durban, whereupon
they wrote a letter to the Honourable Harry Escombe to much the
same effect (App. F), and a reply thereto was received, saying that,
while the ministers would be referred to for advice in the matter, if it
was so wished, a deputation would be received by His Excellency on
the 23rd. (App. G.) On the 22nd the master of the Courland signalled
as follows: “Our days have expired; are we out of quarantine? Please
consult Quarantine Officer, report we all well. Thanks.” (App. A.) To
this a reply was signalled to the effect that the length of quarantine
was not decided till then. A similar signal was sent from the Naderi
with a similar result. Your Memorialists may here parenthetically
remark that the owners and agents were kept absolutely in the dark as
to what was going on between the masters of the vessels and the
officers on shore. On the 23rd, areply to signals from the Naderi said:
“Quarantine Officer has no instructions yet.” (App. B.) From the
solicitors’ letter (App. P), it appears that since the Health Officer had
ordered that the ships were to remain in quarantine until 23 days had
elapsed after the day of their departure from Bombay, he was
suspended or dismissed, and Dr. Birtwell put in his place. On the 24th,
Dr. Birtwell and the Superintendent of Water Police boarded the
vessels and examined passengers and crew, gave instructions as to
disinfection, fumigation and burning of soiled clothing, al mats,
baskets and useless articles in the donkey furnace, and imposed 11
and 12 days’ quarantine on the Courland and Naderi respectively.
(App. A & B.) In accordance with the instructions, much of the old
clothing, mats, etc., were burnt, and fumigation and disinfection
carried on. On the 28th, a police officer boarded each vessel with
instructionsto superintend the use of disinfectants. The following
signal was hoisted on the 29th, from the Courland: “Disinfection and
fumigation carried out to satisfaction of officer on board.” A similar
signal was also sent from the Naderi on the same day. The Courland
signalled again: “We are ready, waiting for the Quarantine Officer”,
and Dr. Birtwell went, inspected the ships, and declared himself
satisfied with the manner in which his orders had been carried out; but
placed both the ships under quarantine for a further period of 12 days
from that day. Thereupon, the master of the Courland gave the signal
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that:

By order of the Government, all passengers bed clothes having been
burnt, request Government renew same at once, as passengers’ lives arein
danger without them. Want written instructions how long quarantine is to last,
as verbal time changes with every visit of Quarantine Officer. No case of
sickness occurring in the interval. Give notice to the Government our ship has
been disinfected every day since leaving Bombay.

The following was signalled from the Naderi on the 30th:

Ask Government to supply at once 250 blankets for passengers, instead
of those destroyed by Government. Passengers are suffering greatly without
them. Otherwise disembark them at once. Passengers suffering from cold and
wet; fear sickness in consequence.

These signals were altogether disregarded by the Government.
Happily, the Indian residents in Durban started a Quarantine Relief
Fund, whereby blankets were supplied to all the passengers on both
the ships, and also foodstuffs to the poor passengers, free of charge,
involving an expense of not less than £125.

While this was going on board the ships, the owners and agents
were busy protesting against the quarantine and the somewhat
capricious, because uncertain, ways in which the same was being
enforced. They forwarded a petition to His Excellency the Governor,
praying that, for reasons stated therein, the Medical Officer of the Port
“be directed to grant pratique to the said vessels’. (App. H.)
Certificates from medical gentlemen were attached to it showing that,
in their opinion, the quarantine then intended and afterwards imposed
on the ships was unnecessary. (Ann.* to App. H.) A telegram was sent
by the owners’ solicitors, asking for areply to the petition (App. 1),
but none came. On the 24th December, the owners' solicitors wrote to
the acting Health Officer, requesting him to grant pratique to the said
vessels on the grounds stated therein. (App. J.) The officer in question
the same day wrote in reply:

| am endeavouring to do my duty as Health Officer with due regard to all
interests. | am willing to authorize the placing in quarantine on the

' These are marked Ha and Hb.
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BIuff' at the cost of the ships, all persons intended to be landed, and when this

is arranged for, pratique may be given to the ships after my instructions have

been carried out. (App. K.)

Y our Memoarialists respectfully draw your attention to the fact
that the Medical Officer fails to state what his instructions are, even in
that letter. On the 25th, the owners’ solicitors wrote to the Acting
Health Officer pressing for areply to their question contained in their
letter of the 24th. (App. L.) The Health Officer replied the same day
that he did not consider it safe to grant pratique to the vessels except
on the conditions stated by him. (App. M.) The owners' solicitors
wrote the same day expressing surprise that it did not contain any
answer to their question, and pressing for the same, also asking for the
exact conditions under which he would grant pratique. (App. N.) On
the 26th, the Health Officer replied in the following terms:

If the passengers are not landed into quarantine quarters, 12 days must
run after fumigation of ship and precautions as regards clothing, namely, by
washing and disinfecting, and the burning of sundry old rags, mats, socks,
etc., in accordance with instructions given by me to each Captain, before
pratique can be given. If the owners agree to bear the expense of quarantine,
then the landing must be preceded by fumigation and precautions as above, and
after the landing is effected, the departure of the steamers will be facilitated;
but there must be no contact with shore except under proper restrictions. If you
want to get the steamers away, the simplest course will be to arrange for the
owners to bear the expense of quarantining the passengers on the Bluff for
twelve days after fumigation, etc., of the ship, or for any longer period, should
such necessity arise. (App. O.)

The owners' solicitors wrote in reply the same day, drawing his
attention to the certificates given by Drs. Prince and Harrison above
referred to, and protesting against the conditions imposed by him.
They also protested that, although upwards of eight days had elapsed
since the arrival of the steamers, no steps had been taken to disinfect
the vessels in the way he had proposed. They further said that their
clients refused to be party to any proceedings with reference to
placing the passengers in quarantine on shore, as they did not
consider hisrefusal to grant pratique to be a legal action. They,

! Thisis the bush-clad hill-point of Durban harbour, commanding a vantage
view of the bay, where passengers could be lodged in quarantine quarters. Vide
“Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies’, 15-3-1897, Appendix O.
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moreover, recorded the facts that his predecessor had “ stated as his
opinion that pratique could be granted without danger, and that if he
were permitted he would do so, but he was thereupon suspended,”
and “that Drs. MacKenzie and Dumat, having been privately
interviewed by Mr. Escombe on the question, were, at his suggestion,
called in by him to give their opinion as to the refusing of pratique.”
(App.. P.)

While the correspondence was thus going on between the
Government and the owners solicitors with reference to the
guarantine, and while the passengers on board the two vessels were
being subjected to grave inconvenience and hardship, an agitation was
being got up in Durban with a view to prevent the landing of the
quarantined passengers. The following notice appeared in The Natal
Advertiser, for the first time on the 30th December, above the
signature of “Harry Sparks, chairman of preliminary meeting”, one
of Her Majesty’ s commissioned officers:

Wanted every man in Durban to attend a meeting to be held in the large
room at the Victoria Cafe, on Monday the 4th January at 8 o’ clock for the
purpose of arranging a demonstration to proceed to the Point and protest
against the landing of Asiatics.

This meeting was ultimately held in the town hall of Durban.
Inflammatory speeches were made, and some commissioned officers,
besides Captain Sparks, also took part in the animated proceedings.
The meeting is said to have been attended by about 2,000 persons,
mostly of the artisan class. The following resolutions were passed at
the meeting:

That this meeting is strongly of opinion that the time has come to
prevent the landing of any more free Indians or Asiaticsin this Colony, and
now calls upon the Government to take steps to have returned to India, at the
Colony’s expense, the Asiatics at present on board the Naderi and Courland,
and to prevent any other free Indians or Asiatics being landed in Durban.

Every man at this meeting agrees and binds himself, with aview to
assisting the Government to carry out the foregoing resolution, to do all his
country may require of him, and with that view, will, if necessary, attend at the
Point any time when required.

The following are extracts from the speech of Dr. MacKenzie,
the mover of the second resolution, and one of those who, as stated
above, were caled by Mr. Escombe to determine the period of
guarantine:
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Mr. Gandhi, (prolonged hissing and hooting) that gentleman came to
Natal and settled in the borough of Durban. He was received here freely and
openly; all the privileges and advantages which the Colony could afford him
were at his disposal. No contracting or circumscribing influence was brought
to play upon him any more than on the audience or himself (the speaker), and
he had all the privileges of their hospitality. In return, Mr. Gandhi had accused
the Colonists of Natal of having dealt unfairly with Indians, and of having
abused and robbed and swindled them. (A voice, ‘You can't swindle a coolie.’)
He (the doctor) quite agreed with that. Mr. Gandhi had returned to India and
dragged them in the gutters, and painted them as black and filthy as his own
skin. (Applause.) And this was what they might call, in Indian parlance, an
honourable and manly return for the privileges which Natal had allowed him . .
.. It was the intention of these facile and delicate creatures to make themselves
proprietors of the only thing that the ruler of this country had withheld from
them—the franchise. It was their intention to put themselves in Parliament
and legislate for the Europeans; to take over the household management, and
put the Europeans in the kitchen . . . . Their country had decided that they had
enough Asiatics and Indians here, and they were going to treat them fairly and
well, provided they behaved themselves; but, if they were going to associate
themselves with such men as Gandhi, and abuse their hospitality, and act in
the way he had done, they might expect the same kind of treatment that was to
be meted out to him. (Applause.) However great a misfortune it might be for
those people, he could not get over the distinction between black and white.
— The Natal Advertiser, 5th January.

Comment is superfluous. That Mr. Gandhi has done nothing to
justify the remarks about him will have been seen from what has
preceded. That the Indians want legislative powers and that they want
to put the Europeans in the kitchen, are but the products of the gallant
doctor’s fertile imagination. These and such utterances would not
have been noticed here but for the hold they had on the popular
mind. The Government wired the following reply to Capt. Sparks’
telegraphic communication giving the text of the above resolutions:

In reply, | am to state that the Government has at present no power,
apart from such as may be conferred by the Quarantine Laws, to prevent the
landing in the Colony of any class of Her Majesty’s subjects. | am to state,
however, that the closest attention has been, is being, and will be given to
this question, the extreme importance of which the Government most
completely recognizes. Government is in full sympathy with the consensus of
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public opinion in this Colony as regards the desirability of preventing the
overrunning of the Colony by Asiatics. Government is carefully discussing
and considering this question with a view to future legislation; but | am to
point out that its action will be thwarted rather than helped by any action or
demonstration of the character indicated in the second resol ution.

Thus it would appear that the quarantine was meant more to
harass the passengers into returning to India than to protect the
Colony against the introduction of the bubonic plague. The chairman
then telegraphed the Government as follows:

| am instructed by the Committee to thank you for wire, and have now to
ask Government to convey to the Asiatics on board the Naderi and Courland
the strong popular feeling against their landing, and request them to return to
India at the Colony’s expense.

Another meeting, convened by Captain Sparks, was held on the
7th January, again in the Town Hall, when the following resolutions
were passed:

That this meeting requests the Government to call a special session of

Parliament to take steps to temporarily stop the importation of free Indians,

pending the passing of law giving Government these powers; (and) that we

proceed by demonstration to the Point on the arrival of the Indians, but each
man binds himself to conform to the orders of the leaders.

The speeches at the meeting clearly show that the Government
were in full sympathy with its objects, that they would not oppose the
mutinous tendency of the meeting, that the imposition of quarantine
was nothing but a means to prevent, if possible, the landing of the
passengers, and that a special session was to be called in order to pass
a Bill indefinitely extending the quarantine. The following are the
extracts from the speeches which would illustrate these remarks:

If the Government could not possibly help them, then (a voice, “help
ourselves’) they must help themselves. (Loud applause.)
Capt. Wylie, in the course of his speech, is reported to have said:

Now, they must be pleased to know this, that the action that they (the
meeting) had taken had been characterized by the members of the Government
as having done more for this cause than anything that had yet been done
within the Colony. (Applause.)

Thus, perhaps inadvertently but surely inducing the promoters
to further action.
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But at the same time they have to bear in mind in carrying this thing
through they must not do anything rash to frustrate the end they had in view.
They must be careful not to blindly jump over the wharf and leave it clear for
the others to land. (Laughter.)

Dr. MacKenzie said at the last meeting that:

The Indian Ocean was the proper place for those Indians (Laughter), let
them have it. They were not going to dispute their right to the water there. But
they must be careful not to give them the right to dispute the land adjoining
that ocean. Mr. Escombe treated the Committee at an interview that morning,
extending for about two hours, in afair and reasonable manner. He said the
Government were with them, and wished to help them and expedite the matter
in every possible way. He said, however, that they must be careful not to do
anything that would hamper the Government’s hands. . . . In their argument to
him, they replied: ‘If you do nothing, we will have to act ourselves, and go in
force to the Point to see what could be done.” (Applause.) They further capped
that with the remark that the Government of the Colony would have to bring a
force to oppose them. Mr. Escombe replied that they would do nothing of the
sort (Applause); that the Government were with them, but, he continued, if
they put the Government in such a position that they might have to go to the
Governor and ask him to take over the reins of the Government, they would
have to find some other person, (Interruption.)

(This statement, your Memoridists may remark, remains

uncontradicted to the present day, and it can easily be imagined what
impetus such a statement would give to the movement.)

36

Some gentleman said ‘ extend the quarantine’, that was exactly what
Parliament was going to do. (Applause, and cries of ‘sink the ship’.) He heard
anaval volunteer say last night that he would give a month's pay for a shot at
the ship; was every man present prepared to pay down a month’s pay to carry
out the object of that meeting? (Applause, and cries of assent.) Then the
Government would know what they had behind them. One of the objects of the
meeting was to convey to the Government the wish that they wanted a special
session of Parliament to extend the quarantine. (Applause.) They must bear in
mind that hasty legislation seldom reached its end; but there might be such
legislation that would give them time, and protect them while they were
fighting for proper legislation. They suggested to Mr. Escombe, and it met
with his approval, that as the quarantine laws did not give power to extend the
quarantine for an unlimited period, they asked that Parliament be called
together for one, two, or three days if need be, to pass a law which would
enable them to say Bombay was an infected district. We declare it to be such,
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and until that proclamation was taken off, no Indian could come from Bombay
to this Colony." (Loud applause.) He thought that the deputation were quite
entitled to infer from the meeting they had with Mr. Escombe that morning,
that if they went the right way to work, and did not do anything to hamper the
Government, they would get that session of Parliament at the earliest possible
date, and thereby prevent the landing of more coolies until they could get time
to pass alaw which would last for ever. (Applause.)

Dr. MacKenzie:

The men of Durban were unanimous on that point (early Parliament). He
said “the men of Durban,” because there were afew old women knocking about
the place. (Laughter and cheers.) They had only to take the tone of some of the
leaders in the papers, and some of the cautious and sage advice they had been
meting out to them to get the type of the man who sticks behind the quill—the
sort of man who urged that sort of thing—was the man who presumed to say
that the burgesses did not know what was right. . . . All but one man on board
these boats, lying outside, had no reason to suspect that they would not be
agreeably received as emigrants to this Colony. One man might reasonably be
supposed to have some suspicions upon that point. That gentleman (Gandhi)
was on board one of the boats, and in what he now said, he did not refer to him.
They had the right to shut the Port, and they intended to shut it. (Applause.)
They would deal fairly by the people, and by the men on these boats, and to
that extent, by that solitary individual. But he hoped there would be a marked
difference between the character of the dealing. When they got to the Point
they would put themselves under their leader, and do exactly what he told them,
if he told them to do anything. (Laughter.)

A document headed as follows was circulated amongst the
Durban employees by the Demonstration Committee:

List of names of members, trade or profession mentioned,” who are
willing to proceed to the Point and resist, by force if necessary, the landing of
Asiatics, and to obey any orders which may be given by the |eaders.

The following passage from Captain Sparks' concluding speech,
at the meeting of the 7th, gives an idea of the methods adopted by the
committee to enlist men to join the Demonstration:

' A Bill was, in fact passed by the Natal Legislature a little later. Vide
"Petition to Natal Legislative Assembly", 26-3-1897 and Appendix A to "Petition to
Secretary of State for the Colonies’, 2-7-1897.

% Vide “Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies’, 15-3-1897, of
Asiatics, and to obey any orders which may be given by the leaders.
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They intended to call upon the merchants of the town to close their
places of business to allow the men who wished to take part in the
Demonstration to do so. (Applause.) Then they would be able to see who was
on their side. Several merchants had already promised to do all they could;
others they wanted to show in their true colours. (Cries of “boycott them”.)

At this stage it would be worth while to see what was happening
between the owners and the Government to secure the peaceable
landing of the passengers. Y our Memorialists may here remark that
the town, during the first week in January, was in a perfect state of
excitement. It was atime of terror and anxiety for the Indian residents,
and collision between the two communities was to be feared at any
moment. On the 8th January, 1897, the owners and agents of the ships
sent a petition to the Government drawing their attention to the state
of public feeling that existed in Durban against the landing of Indians,
and asking for “the protection of the Government for passengers and
property against the lawless acts of any persons whoever they may
be,” and signifying their readiness “to co-operate with the
Government in taking al the necessary steps for the landing of
passengers quietly and unknown to the public in order to render
unnecessary any act on the part of the Government which might tend
to intensify the excitement” which then existed. (App. Q.) A letter
was sent on the 9th January, further drawing the attention of the
Government to the circulation of the document hereinbefore referred
to for the forcible resistance against the landing of the passengers, as
aso to the fact that the railwaymen, being employees of the
Government, were to take part in the Demonstration, and praying for
assurance of the Government that “Government servants will be
prohibited from taking any part in the Demonstration”. (App. R.) On
the 11th January, the Principal Under-Secretary thus wrote in reply:

Y our proposals for the landing of the passengers quietly and unknown to
the public is impossible. The Government understand that you have requested
the Port Captain not to bring the vessel inside without special instructions.
This action on your part, and your letters now under reply, show that you are
aware of the intense feeling throughout the Colony against the landing of the
Indians, and they certainly should be informed of the existence and strength of
that feeling. (App. S.)

Your Memorialists here cannot help regretting that the
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Government should have made the concluding remarks in that letter.
Instead of giving an assurance of protection when it is asked, the
Government advise the owners, in so many words, to induce the
passengers to return. This letter, more than anything else, in your
Memorialists’ humble opinion, shows that the Government indirectly
countenanced the agitation, and betrayed their weakness, where a
strong expression of opinion might have stifled it and produced a
healthy confidence in their just intentions in the minds of the Indian
community, apart from their policy with regard to the unrestricted
immigration of Her Majesty’ s Indian subjects. On the 10th January,
the Honourable Mr. Harry Escombe being in Durban, Mr. Laughton,
of the firm of Messrs Goodricke, Laughton & Cooke, the owners'
solicitors, took the opportunity to interview him, and wrote a letter to
the honourable gentleman, embodying the substance of their
conference. (App. T.) From that letter it would appear that Mr.
Escombe repudiated the statement attributed to him by Mr. Wylie and
referred to above. It would also appear that the following propositions
were recognized by the Government:

That upon the requirements of the quarantine being carried out, pratique
must be granted to the steamers Courland and Naderi; that upon pratique being
granted, the steamers were entitled to discharge their passengers and cargo at
the wharf, either by the steamers being brought inside, or by means of tugs
and lighters; that the Government is responsible for the protection of
passengers and cargo from the violence of rioters.

The reply to the letter dated the 11th January (App. U) said that
the interview referred to therein was, it was understood, to be regarded
as a private meeting, and did not accept as correct Mr. Laughton’s
record of what was said by the Honourable Mr. Escombe and Mr.
Laughton. On the 12th January, Messrs Goodricke, Laughton and
Cooke wrote in reply, explaining how the interview came to be
regarded as not private by Mr. Laughton, and in order to avoid
misunderstanding, applied for the correction of the alleged
inaccuracies committed by Mr. Laughton in recording the interview.
(App. V.) So far as your Memorialists are aware, no reply was
returned thereto. On the same day the owners wrote to Mr. Escombe
in reply to the Principal Under-Secretary’s letter, dated 11th January.
(App. S.) Their letter expressed surprise at there being no reference in
that communication to the various points brought to the notice of the
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Government. It contained the following paragraph:

The steamers have now been at the outer anchorage for 24 days, at a cost
of £150 per diem to us; and this being so, we trust you will see the
reasonableness of your giving us a full answer by noon tomorrow. And we
think it right to inform you that failing a definite reply giving us an assurance
that we shall be paid £150 per diem from Sunday last, and that you are taking
steps to suppress the rioters so as to enable us to disembark the steamers,
preparations will be at once commenced to steam into the harbour, relying on
the protection which, we respectfully submit, Government is bound to give us.
(App. W.)

Mr. Escombe wrote as follows in reply, from the Point, at 10.45
am., on the 13th:

The Port Captain has instructed that the steamers shall be ready to cross
the bar inwards at 12 o’ clock today. The Government needs no reminder of its
responsibility for the maintenance of order. (App. X.)

This was the first assurance that the owners received from the
Government with regard to the safety of the passengers, and as will
appear hereinafter, after all the resources, including threats of violence
to induce the passengers to return to India, had been exhausted.

To turn now to the steamers. On the 9th January, the following
signal was put up from the Naderi: “ Quarantine finished. When shall
| obtain pratique; please reply,” and the Courland put up a similar
signal on the 10th. But the pratique was not granted until after the
noon of the 11th January, 1897. On the same day aletter was received
by the master of the Courland, dated the 8th January, 1897, and
signed “Harry Sparks, Chairman of Committee”, which reads:

Neither you nor your passengers may be aware that the feeling in the
Colony against the inflow of Asiatics has been running very high lately, and
has culminated on the arrival of your ship and the Naderi. Following on that,
public meetings have been held in Durban, at which the enclosed resolutions
were carried with acclamation. So largely attended were these meetings that all
desiring it could not get into the Town Hall. AlImost every man in Durban has
signed signifying his intention to prevent those on board your ship and the
Naderi landing in the Colony, and we are most desirous there should, if
possible, be avoided a conflict between the men of Durban and your
passengers which will most assuredly happen if they attempt to land. As your
passengers are ignorant of the state of feeling, and have come here in
ignorance, and we have it from the Attorney-General that if your people are
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willing to return to India, the Colony will pay the expense. We shall,

therefore, be glad to receive and answer from you before the ship comes

alongside the wharf, whether the passengers elect to return to India at the

Colony’s expense, or to endeavour to force a landing against the thousands of

men who are ready and waiting to oppose their landing. (App. Aa.)

The masters of both the vessels, on learning that there was an
intense feeling against the landing of the passengers, that the
Government were in sympathy with the agitation, and that they
practically failed to assure protection to passengers, and that the
Demonstration Committee practically represented the Government (as
would appear from the Committee's letter to the master of the
Courland, from their unrestricted interference with the passengers on
board the s.s. Greek, of the Union Steam Ship Company’s fleet, which
arrived on 11th January from Delagoa Bay with some Indian
passengers, from the acquiescence of the Port officials in their
conduct, as also from the willingness of the Union Steam Ship
Company’s management to “obey the orders” of the Committee,
etc.), naturally became anxious about the safety of their charge and
were induced to parley with the Committee. Consequently, they went
ashore on the evening of 11th January, and held consultations with the
Demonstration Committee, in the course of which a document was
drawn up by the Committee for signature of the captains (App. Wa),
which, however, they could not sign, and the negotiations thus fell
through.

It might be as well to examine the position of the committee at
the time immediately preceding the Demonstration. One of the
spokesmen of the Committee, Dr. Mackenzie, observed:

“Their position was the same as at first, viz., that none of the Indians
wereto land” (Applause).
Another member of the Committee, Captain Wylie, in the course
of a speech, in response to “Where is Gandhi?’, said:

“Where they hoped he would remain. ‘Had they’ (deputation sent by the
Committee to the steamers) ‘seen him? No. The Captain of the Courland had
treated Gandhi as he treated the other passengers. (Applause.) He knew their
opinion regarding him. There was not much more he could tell them. ‘Have
you the tar ready for him? |s he going back?' It was their sincere hope that the
Indians would be going back. If not, then the Committee would want the men
of Durban.
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The Natal Advertiser (16th January) says “:

When the signal was received that the Courland and Naderi were daring to
come into Port, and the trumpeters galloped through the streets and borough
shortly after 10 o’ clock on Wednesday morning, the general impression was
that the poor Indians were in for arough time if they attempted to land, and
that even if they remained on board, afraid to disembark, they would be
deafened and scared into hysterics by the hooting, groaning, and the jeering
of the assembly. But the end was to be the same as originally intended—"no
landing at any price”.

Long before the owners were informed that the ships were to be

brought in that day, the town knew it. The bugles to rally were
sounded at 10.30 a.m., the shopkeepers put down their shutters, and
people began to flock to the Point, The following is an account of the
muster at the Point, taken from The Natal Advertiser:
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Shortly before 12 o’clock, the muster on Alexandra Square was
completed, and as far as could be ascertained, the sections were as follows:
Railwaymen, 900 To 1,000—Wylie, leader; assistants: G. Whelan, W. Coles,
Grant, Erlsmont, Dick, Duke, Russell, Calder, Titheridge. Y acht Club, Point
Club, and Rowing Club, 150—Mr. Dan Taylor, leader; assistants: Messrs
Anderton, Goldsbury, Hutton, Harper, Murray Smith, Johnston, Wood, Peters,
Anderson, Cross, Playfair, Seaward. Carpenters and Joiners, 450—Puntan,
leader; assistants: H. W. Nichols, Jas. Hood, T. G. Harper. Printers, 80—Mr.
R. D. Sykes, leader; assistants: W. P. Plowman, E. Edwards, J. Shackleton, E.
Trolley, T. Armstrong. Shop Assistants, about. 400—Mr. A. A. Gibson, J.
Mclntosh, |eaders; assistants: Messrs H. Pearson, W. H. Kinsman, J. Pardy,
Dawson, S. Adams, A. Mummery, J. Tyzack, Johns, J. Rapson, Banfield,
Etheridge, Austin. Tailors and Saddler, 70—J. C. Armitage, |eader; assistants:
H. Mulholland, G. Bull, R. Godfrey, E. Manderson, A. Rose, J. W. Dent, C.
Dowse. Plasterers and Bricklayers, 200—Dr. MacKenzie, leader; assistants:
Horner, Keal, Brown, Jenkinson. Point men, a small section—J. Dick, Leader;
assistants: Gimber, Clackston, Poyson, Elliott, Parr. General public, about
1,000—T. Adams leader; P. F. Garbutt, Downard. Native section, 500—Mr. G.
Spradbrow and Mr. R. C. Vincent organized the natives, and kept them in order
on Alexandra Square, while the Demonstration was going on. They told the
natives they had appointed a dwarf native as their leader. They were highly
amused with this diminutive chap, who marched up and down in front of their
ranks officering them, while they went through a number of exercises with
their sticks, and danced and whooped. This proved an excellent diversion to
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keep the natives out of trouble. Later on, Supt. Alexander appeared on
horseback and moved them off the Square.

Y our Memorialists cannot do better than quote again from the
same paper of 14th a description as to how the steamers were brought
in, and what happened then:

Great uncertainty was felt on board the vessels as to what form the
Demonstration would assume. Capt. Milne, of the Courland, who exhibited the
bolder attitude of the two, was allowed to have his vessel taken in first,
although she lay further up the coast than the Naderi. He decided that some
efforts should be made to protect his passengers, as he had received no
assurance from Government that any steps had been taken to do so. He,
therefore, had the Union Jack run up at the forecastle head, the red ensign was
placed above the ship’s house flag at the main mast, and the red ensign was
also exhibited at the stern. His instructions to his officers were to prevent any
demonstrators from coming aboard, if possible, but that, if they did come
aboard, to haul down the Union Jack and present it to the invaders, his idea
being that no Englishman would seek to molest those on board after this
surrender. Fortunately, as matters resulted, it was not necessary to have
recourse to this action. As the Courland entered the bay, all eyes were on the
look-out to see what form the demonstration was taking. A row of people,
extending from the south end of the main wharf to some distance along the
north pier, could be perceived, but they seemed to take matters very calmly.
The Indians on board did not seem much scared, and Mr. Gandhi and a few
others who were on deck, looked on with an unperturbed expression. The main
body of the demonstrators, who had thronged the vessels at the main wharf,
could not be seen from the incoming steamers. The surprise experienced by
those on the embankment when they saw the Courland laid alongside the Bluff
Channel moorings, was seen by their actions. They were seen to rush hither
and thither, entirely at aloss how to proceed, and soon they all |eft to attend
the meeting on Alexandra Square. This was the last that the vessels were to see
of the much-talked-of Demonstration. Meanwhile, Mr. Escombe was pulled
alongside the Courland in a rowing boat, which was also occupied by Captain
Ballard, Port Captain, Mr. Reid, wharfmaster, and Mr. Simpkins, mooring
master. The Attorney-General said: ‘ Captain Milne, | want you to inform your
passengers that they are as safe under the Natal Government laws as if they
were in their own native villages.” The captain asked if it was advisable for
him to allow them to land. Mr. Escombe replied that he (the Captain) had
better see him again first. Having made a similar communication to the Naderi,
Mr. Escombe was pulled ashore to address the crowd. The Naderi and Courland
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were laid side by side near to the Bluff passenger jetty, the Courland being

nearest to land.

After the above assurance was given by Mr. Escombe, he went to
Alexandra Sguare, Point, where the muster had taken place, and
addressed the men who had assembled there, promising an early
session of Parliament to deal with the question and requesting them to
disperse. Speeches were aso made by some members of the
Committee, and the crowd ultimately melted away. It might be useful
to note here some of the exclamations from the audience at the time
these speeches were being made, as also a few passages from the
speeches themselves:

“Send them back.” “Why don’t you bring Gandhi ashore?’ “Get the tar
and feathers ready.” “Send these Indians back.” “The hold of the British on

South Africawould not be maintained by slumming them with the miserable

refuge of the social gutters of India.” (Applause.) —Dr. MacKenzie. “He was

just as game as anybody to take a coolie by the neck and throw him overboard.

(Applause.)... Now about that man Gandhi. (Applause.) They might shout

about him. He was a particular friend of his, they might depend upon it.

(Laughter). Gandhi was on board one of the boats and the greatest service they

could do him would be to do him an injury. He believed Gandhi was very

anxious to become a hero and a martyr to his cause. The greatest punishment
which could be inflicted upon him was to allow him to live amongst them. If
he lived amongst them, they would have an opportunity of spitting on him

(Laughter and applause), which they would not have if they wiped him out. He

(the speaker) would rather hang himself than be spat upon by every man in the

street.” —Dan Taylor.

The passengers landed in small batchesin ferry boats, about two
hours after the crowd had dispersed. As for Mr. Gandhi, the
Superintendent of Water Police was instructed by Mr. Escombe to
offer to land him and his family quietly at night that day. Mr. Gandhi
accepted the offer with thanks. Later on, the same day, Mr. Laughton
paid him afriendly visit on board and suggested that they should land
together. The suggestion was accepted,' and on his own responsibility,
at his own risk, and without previously informing the Water Police,
[he] landed near Addington with Mr. Laughton at about 5 o’ clock.
He was recognized by some boys, who followed him and his
companion, and as they were proceeding along West Street, the main
street of Durban, the crowd became large. Mr. Laughton was
separated from him; Mr. Gandhi was kicked, whipped, stale fish and

' Vide “Letter to Attorney-General”, 20-1-1897.
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other missiles were thrown at him, which hurt his eye and cut his ear,
and his hat was taken off his head. While this was going on, the wife of
the Superintendent of Police, who happened to be passing by, bravely
afforded protection with her umbrella, and the police, on hearing the
yells and the cries, came to the rescue and escorted him safely to an
Indian house. But the crowd which had, by this time, become very
large, did not leave, and blockading the front of the house, demanded
“Gandhi”. As darkness deepened, the crowd continued to swell. The
Superintendent of Police, fearing serious disturbance and forcible
entry into the house, had Mr. Gandhi removed to the Police Station
disguised as a police constable. Y our Memorialists do not wish to take
any advantage of thisincident; it is mentioned here as a part of the
events. They are prepared to admit that the assault was the work of
irresponsible persons and as such unworthy of notice. But at the same
time, they cannot help remarking that had not the responsible
members of the Committee incited the populace against him, and had
not the Government countenanced the proceedings of the Committee,
the incident would never have occurred. This closes the
Demonstration.

Y our Memorialists now crave leave to examine the immediate
causes of the Demonstration. Statements appeared in the newspapers
to the effect that there were 800 passengers on board the two ships, all
being for Natal; that there were 50 blacksmiths and 30 compositors,
and that there was a printing plant on board the Courland, and that
Mr. Gandhi —

had made a big mistake in imagining that the Europeans of Natal would sit still

while he organized an independent immigration agency in India to land his
countrymen here at the rate of 1,000 to 2,000 per month. (The Natal Mercury,
9th January)

The leader of the Demonstration thus explained the cause at a
meeting held after the Demonstration:

At the latter end of December he noticed a paragraph in The Natal
Mercury to the effect that Mr. Gandhi intended suing the Government on
behalf of the passengers on the two ships, the Courland and the Naderi, for
damages, by reason of their being placed in quarantine. This made his blood
boil with indignation. He was then determined to take the matter up and,
meeting Dr. MacKenzie, suggested that a demonstration would be promoted to
protest against the landing of these men . . . He concluded: He had been a
volunteer and had served for over 20 years. .. He was as loyal as any man
there . . . but when they placed the Indian subjects on one side and his home
and family on the other, the birthright of his children and the memory of his
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dear parents and what they had done to make the Colony what it was, he would
do the only thing he could, and the only thing they could expect of him.
(Applause.) Rather than this evil, he would be content to hand matters over to
the tender mercies of the Transvaal Government—that would be simply a drop
in the ocean compared with this evil.— (The Natal Mercury, 18th February)

It was also stated that the Indian passengers, instigated by Mr.

Gandhi, and possibly by other lawyers that he may have brought with
him, were to sue the Government for damages for illegal detention in
guarantine. The Natal Mercury made the following remarksin its issue
of the 30th December:

The report that the Indians on board the s.s. Naderi and Courland intend
bringing an action against the Government for damages for alleged illegal
detention in quarantine, almost confirms the rumour that Mr. Gandhi is on
board. His keen legal instincts have scented a splendid brief to occupy him
immediately on his release from the durance vile of the quarantine and
purifying effects of the carbolic bath. The large sums of money said to have
been subscribed for the purpose would naturally go to Mr. Gandhi, whether the
case was lost or won, and nothing in fact could suit the gentleman better than
such an interesting case to devote his attention to, immediately he got on
shore. Probably he has some of the other Indian lawyers he said he intended
bringing with him on board, and among them they have persuaded the other
Indians on board to sue for damages.

The Natal Advertiser of the 29th December contained the

information about the alleged legal proceedings, and it came out with
the following, the next day:
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The feeling against the wholesale importation of free Indians has
steadily increased in Durban, and the recent arrival of 700 more Indians of this
class by the steamers Courland and Naderi, would seem to have aggravated the
feeling. The announcement that an Indian clique intended to sue the Natal
Government for heavy damages for the detention of the steamers in the
anchorage, apparently brought the question into more painful prominence
still, for yesterday afternoon rumours were quickly circulated in town to the
effect that some protestation against the landing of any more free Indians
should be made. Some suggestions were made in all seriousness that a mass of
Europeans should proceed to the Point on the day fixed for the disembarkation
of the Indians from the Courland and Naderi, to actually prevent passengers
landing. The method mooted was for the Europeans to form human lines three
or four deep, and with locked hands and arms, offer a complete bar to the
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immigrants. Such, however, was probably merely general talk. The growth of
the anti-Asiatic feeling is unquestionable, and is plainly evidenced by the
following advertisement, which appears in another column at the head of the
signature of Mr. Harry Sparks: ‘Wanted every man in Durban to attend a
meeting to be held in the large room at the Victoria Cafe, on Monday evening
next, at 8 o' clock, for the purpose of a demonstration to proceed to the Point,
and protest against the landing of Asiatics.’

Your Memorialists would beg to draw your attention to the
distinction between the causes that led up to the Demonstration and
that have been alluded to hereinbefore, and the immediate causes
described above. It is quite possible that the Demonstration may not
have taken place but for the above-mentioned statements which
appeared in the Press. They were, however, absolutely without ground.
Even if they were true, your Memorialists submit, the action of the
Demonstration Committee could not be justified. As it was, the
members of the Committee did an injustice to the European, native,
and the Indian communities in the Colony as well as to themselves and
Mr. Gandhi: to the European community, because their action created
alawless spirit amongst them; to the native, because the presence of
that element at the Point, no matter by whom brought about, tended to
excite their passions and warlike spirit, over which, when once aroused,
they have little control; to the Indian, because they were subjected to a
severe trial, and the bitterness of feeling against them was considerably
accentuated owing to the action of the Committee; to themselves,
because they took upon themselves the tremendous responsibility of
defying law and order, without ascertaining the truth of their
statements; and to Mr. Gandhi, because owing to gross
misrepresentations, no doubt made unwittingly, about him and his
doings, he very nearly lost his life. Instead of there being 800
passengers for Natal, there were only 600 in all, of whom about 200
were for Natal, the rest being for Delagoa Bay, Mauritius, and the
Transvaal; and of these 200, over 100 were old residents of Natal who
had gone to India and returned, and less than 100 were newcomers,
including about 40 ladies, being wives and relations of the Indian
residents of Natal; and the remaining 60 were either storekeepers, their
assistants, or hawkers. There was not a single blacksmith or
compositor on board, neither was there a printing plant. Mr. Gandhi
publicly denied, through the interviewer of The Natal Advertiser, that
he ever instigated anybody on board to bring an action against the
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Government for illegal quarantine;* and this denial has not been
contradicted. Moreover, it is easy to see how the rumour arose. As
would appear from what has preceded, the owners and the agents
threatened some action against the Government for what they
considered to beillegal quarantine and detention. Rumour ascribed
such an action to the passengers and The Natal Mercury erroneously
inferred that Mr. Gandhi must have had a hand in the matter. He has,
moreover, denied through the same channel that there is any
organization led by him to swamp the Colony with Indians. And your
Memorialists may here assure Her Mgjesty’ s Government that no such
organization exists under Gandhi, who was a passenger on the
Courland. That he was a passenger by that ship was mere accident.
Y our Memorialists telegraphed for him on November 13th,? and he
booked his passage in the Courland, she being the earliest convenient
boat for Natal after that date. These denials are easy of verification at
any time, and if they are true, then, your Memorialists submit, it
behaves the Government of Natal to allay popular feeling by
publishing their opinion.

Some of the incidents of the quarantine are worthy of record, as
showing that the quarantine was more a political move against the
Indians than a safeguard against the introduction of the bubonic
plague into the Colony. It was first imposed to complete 23 days from
the day of departure of the ships from Bombay. The Committee’'s
report above alluded to (App. Q) advised 12 days' quarantine after
disinfection and fumigation. No steps were taken to disinfect and
fumigate till after the expiry of 11 days after the arrival of the ships at
Durban. In the mean while, the signals of distress for water and food
were tardily attended to, doctors were said to have been privately
interviewed by the Hon. the Attorney-General, and asked to give their
opinion regarding the period of quarantine (App. P); passengers
clothing and beds were burnt, and, though they were to remain on
board for 12 days after such destruction, the Government made no
provision for the supply of bedding and clothing, in spite of the
signals from the vessels. And but for the charity of a few well-
disposed Indians in Durban,® the passengers would have been obliged

» Vide“Interview to The Natal Advertiser”, 13-1-1897.

> Gandhiji received the telegram on November 13; vide “Letter to The
Englishman” 13-11-1896.
® Vide “Memorial to Secretary of State for the Colonies”, 15-3-1897.
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to remain, for that period, without proper clothing and any bedding,
perhaps with grievous injury to their constitutions. With due deference
to the authorities, your Memorialists cannot help observing further
that so much was the disregard shown by them for the welfare of the
Indian community that even the mails on board the ships were not
taken away and delivered before ten days had elapsed after their
arrival causing serious inconvenience to Indian merchants. To further
emphasize the above contention, your Memorialists would draw your
attention to the fact that, even after the pratique was given and the
Courland was moored into the channel, she was not allowed a berth at
the wharf for some days, while the steamers that arrived thereafter
were provided with berths before she was, as will appear from the
following:

The Captain of the Courlandcalls our attention to the fact that although
his vessel has been inside the Port since last Wednesday, he has been unable
to secure a berth at the main wharf. Several vessels have arrived within the
past few days, and although the Courland might have been expected to have
prior claim for a berth, the later arrivals have already secured quay berths,
while the Courland remains in the stream. The Courland has about 900 tons of
cargo to discharge, and requires about 400 tons of coal. The expense of
lighterage to and from the Bluff moorings will amount to a considerable
sum.—The Natal Advertiser, 19th January, 1897.

Y our Memorialists may be permitted to quote from the various
newspapers to show how the Demonstration was viewed before and
after it took place:

Natal’s present action in connection with the immigration of Indiansis
not well balanced. To the outside world, the fierceness of the agitation, which
has suddenly risen at Durban against the landing of more Indians, isin strange
contrast to the fact that Natal has all along been, practically, the one gateway
through which these Asiatics have found admittance to South Africa. It was
hardly to be expected that the country which had for so long openly
encouraged Indian immigration should quite suddenly turn round upon two
ship-loads of them awaiting disembarkation at Durban, and ostentatiously
threaten to resort to violence to prevent their landing. By going to such an
extreme, the people of Durban, who have identified themselves with the
agitation, can hardly be congratulated on their attitude. It is altogether
unfortunate that they have gone so far, because, whatever happens now, they
are doomed to disappointment and humiliation. . . After all is said and done, a
large number of the people of Natal know that they have derived very
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considerable benefit from the presence of the Indian in their Colony. It is
surely afair inference that these continued arrivals of fresh batches of Indians
in Natal are the result of the knowledge having reached them that their
predecessors had fared well in their new conditions. Now, it may be asked, how
could the earlier contingents of Indians have prospered in Natal had they not
been, one way or another, assisted by the European settlers? And it may be
taken for granted that the Europeans could not thus have assisted the Indian
immigrants to prosper had they not, at the same time, been thereby helping
on their own prosperity as well. The Indians who come to Natal are of two
classes, the indentured and the free. Both these classes have found, despite
their superficial antagonism, that the Europeans have been ready to employ or
“support” them, and have thereby not merely made them satisfied with their
own amelioration but have thus encouraged further arrivals. The indentured
Indians are, for the most part, utilized by the European agriculturists; the free
Indians who desire to engage in trade are supported by the European
merchants, while the remainder are, in one way or another, encouraged to come
and to remain in the country for domestic purposes. That the indentured Indian
has proved to be an absolute necessity in Natal, owing to the indifferent and
unreliable labour procurable from the Kaffir population, is evidenced by the
fact that they are employed in thousands as farm and domestic servants, and
that further indentures for hundreds more go to India by almost every mail.
“But,” it is often said, “the objection is not to the indentured, but to the free
Indian.” In the first place, however, the indentured coolie is destined
ultimately to become free. So that, while importing them under indentures, the
people of Natal are thus practically ensuring large and continuous
contributions to the free Indian population. An attempt has been made, it is
true, to compel the return of indentured Indians at the conclusion of their
contract, but the law could not be made compulsory. Then, as regards the free
Indians, these are engaged either in commerce, agriculture, or domestic
service. In none of these directions could they possibly succeed except
through the direct help of the Europeans. As regards the Indian trader, he
receives his initial “support” from the European merchants. It would probably
be difficult to find a single commercial house of any standing in Durban which
has not scores of Indians as “clients’. The coolie “farmer” is encouraged and
maintained by the Europeans in two ways: he has to rent or buy hisland from
the original European possessor, and his products are, for the most part,
consumed in the European households. If it were not for the coolie market-
gardeners and hawkers, the people of Durban (and other parts of the Colony)
would find themselves very badly off for many kitchen requisites. Then, with
respect to the Indian domestic servants, the only remark necessary isthat, as a
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body, they have proved themselves to be much superior, in capacity,
reliability and obedience, to the average Kaffir. It would probably be found, on
close examination, that several of those who have associated themselves with
the recent agitation have Indians in their employ. Indians are also largely
engaged in Government service, while the Government also provides them
with the means of education, and consequently of advancement. Seeing, then,
that the Europeans are primarily responsible for the benefits that have accrued
to those Indians aready in the Colony, it has the appearance of
unreasonableness on their part to suddenly oppose the landing of any more.
But, in addition to all this, there is the Imperial aspect of the question. Thisis
the most formidable of all. So long as Natal remains a part of the British
Empire (a circumstance which depends on Britain and not Natal), so long will
the Imperial Government insist that the laws of the Colony shall not be
repugnant to the general welfare and development of the Empire. Indiais part
of the Empire; and the Imperial and Indian Governments are imbued with a
determination to prove to the civilized world that the retention of India by
Britain is for the benefit of the Indians. This, however, would not be the case
if something could not be done to relieve the congested districts of India of
their surplus population. This can only be effected by encouraging the Indians
in those parts to emigrate. Britain has not the power nor the wish to force the
surplus Indian population upon any country. But she certainly has the power
to decline to allow any portion of the British Empire, where her Indian
subjects are sought for by one section of the community, to shut its gates
against them at the behest of another section of the same community. And so
far as Natal is concerned, judging from the number of requisitions that go to
India for further supplies of Indian labour, were anything to take place by
which that supply was stopped, Natal and not India would be the greater
sufferer.—Sar, Friday, 8th January, 1897.

We regard the proceedings as, to say the least, premature, and we cannot
regard without apprehension a demonstration which is practically in the
direction of mob law . . . The Colony must guard against putting itself in the
wrong, which would be the effect of any outburst of violence, before it was
definitely ascertained whether a constitutional agitation would be successful . .
. Meanwhile, we would once more urge upon the leaders of the extreme party to
weigh well the responsibilities they are incurring. —The Natal Advertiser, 5th
January, 1897.

If the leaders of the extreme party decide that it is necessary, they must
incur a heavy responsibility, and be prepared to face the consequences . . . It
might emphasize the fact that Natal wants no more Asiatics, but would it not
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also emphasize the allegations of injustice and unfair treatment which have
been brought against the Colonists? —The Natal Advertiser, 7th January,
1897.

Of the two thousand people said to have been at the meeting, we imagine
but a small proportion will be ready to do what isillegal. There exists no
lawful power by which the quarantined Asiatics can be sent back, or by which
others can be prevented coming in, and, further, the British House of
Commons would never consent to any law preventing Indian subjects from
migrating to any part of the Empire. Although annoying in the present
instance, yet it should not be forgotten that recognition of individual liberty
is the sheet-anchor of the Constitution. Great Britain herself is suffering
acutely from black and yellow competition . . . Many, who are loudest in their
condemnation of the Asiatic in the abstract, do not hesitate to support him
concretely by buying from him goods they find he sells cheaper.—The Times
of Natal, 8th January, 1897.

The leaders of the Demonstration movement assumed grave
responsibilities at Thursday’s meeting, and some of the speeches were not
marked for mildness. Dr. MacKenzie, for instance, did not exercise as much
discretion as he might have done, and his dark hints regarding the treatment of
Mr. Gandhi were extremely incautious. The mobilization of peopleto the
point of the disembarkation of the Indians from the Courland and Naderi is to
be a “peaceable” one, it is said; but who is to guarantee that no personal harm
will befall any of the Indian passengers, after the assembly was worked up?
And who will be primarily and morally responsible if harm does attend the
Demonstration? One leader, or a hundred |eaders, may urge a few thousands of
citizens to be calm; but what control would such leaders have over such an
assembly, which naturally bears a bitter grudge against all free Indians,
intensified against the new arrivals and Mr. Gandhi, by reason of the recent
agitations? —The Natal Advertiser, 9th January, 1897.

The present agitation is, primarily, the outcome of the attempt to
import Indian artisans by the Immigration Board, which the Press instantly
and emphatically denounced . . . But because the Press will not go to extremes
and support prematurely drastic measures, it is denounced in unmeasured terms
... We must not blame the Imperial Government for hesitating to take drastic
steps for the exclusion of Asiatics, when we recollect that, up to this moment,
the Government machinery of Natal itself was utilized for the very purpose of
importing these Asiatics to suit our own purposes. It may be argued that there
is not the same objection to the indentured Indians as to the free Indians,
which is quite true; but may it not appear to the Imperial Government, and to
the Indian Government, too that distinction is made purely in our own
interests, and that it is scarcely fair to encourage immigration of one class of
Indians for our own benefit, and to clamour for the rigid exclusion of another
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class, because we imagine they are likely to do us harm?—The Natal
Advertiser, 11th January, 1897.

They have arough and ready diplomacy at Durban. There is none of your
concerts of the powers, or diplomatic exchanges. The whole town goes down
to the jetty, and announces that if certain of their fellow-subjects exercise
their undoubted right to land, their blood will be upon their own head.
Individually, they would be glad to buy cheaply from the frugal Indian; but
collectively, they distrust themselves and each other. It is a pity that the
agitators should have based their objections upon fallacious premises. The
real grievance is an economical one based upon experience of which the
theory is not generally understood. The soundest and most peaceable way isto
form trade protection societies which shall insist upon a minimum price and a
maximum wage . . . Durban is not east of Suez, being situated on nearly the
same great circle; but the Durbanites seem to enter into the category of those
among whom ‘there aint no ten commandments’, to say nothing of the
Imperial Statute-book. It is not a method of civilized men to bring about
reform by shooting one another in the streets. If the principles of economy
are too hard for them, let them at least sail inside the law, which will be found
a better friend than rioting, and the ‘thousand armed men’, that one
imaginative agitator conjured up. Britain cannot afford to insult the legions of
her Indian Empire; nor does she wish to do so, for protection is classed in the
Islands in the deadly sense, and free trade comes in somewhere between the
first four and the last six clauses of the decalogue. If Durban wishes autonomy,
Durban will get it for the asking; but its people cannot expect the British Isles
to countenance illegal action, or encourage unconstitutional agitation. —
Digger’s News, 12th January, 1897.

The Natalians appear now to have lost their heads, and in their
hysterical indignation have become desperate and contemplate violence
against the much-maligned ‘coolie’. A demonstration has been organized,
headed by alocal butcher, and the whole town and Colony has taken up the hue
and cry. There is something pathetically quixotic about this demonstrative
body, each member of which binds himself to proceed to the quay and resist
‘by force, if necessary’ the landing of the Asiatics. It is furthermore said that
those participating in the Demonstration intend to prove that they are in
earnest, and that the men of Durban can organize an orderly yet emphatic
demonstration in contradistinction to a riotous mob. The opinion is that the
Indians would not land, and if the ships do bring them inside, those on board
will at once recognize the futility of attempting to land when they see the
crowd in opposition. Be that as it may, the present Demonstration resembles
more the Knight of La Mancha' s mad tilt against the windmill than the action
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of soberminded Englishmen. The Colonists have become crazy and fanatical,
and have lost much of the sympathy which they otherwise would have
enlisted. There is nothing more ludicrous, we are told, than a British
community in a state of excitement. In the words of Thomas Hood: ‘Evil is
wrought by want of thought, as well as want of art,” and the Europeans are
undoubtedly prejudicing their cause in the action they are now taking.—The
Johannesburg Times.

The opposition to the immigration of Indians to Natal is by no means
the least momentous incident of Mr. Chamberlain’s term of office. The
interests affected are so large, and so intimately concern Great Britain, that it
is slight exaggeration to say the settlement of the difficulty is the most
serious problem submitted to him during that time. The discarded immigrants
are the representatives of a great population which has been taught to believe
itself protected and nurtured by those who now refuse to grant afooting in a
new land. India has been encouraged to look upon itself as a favoured daughter
of the Empire, and, under the quixotic rule of various Viceroys, it has been
taught to assert its independence in away that is unhealthy for the uneducated
Oriental to contemplate. Theory has broken down in practice. The frugal
Indian, imported because of his power to assist the Colonist in working his
country at a profit, has established himself as a dangerous trade competitor,
has himself developed into a settler and a producer, and threatens to oust his
old employer from the market. The problem which presents itself to Mr.
Chamberlain is, therefore, by no means easy of solution. Morally, Mr.
Chamberlain is bound to uphold the righteousness of the Indians’ position;
economically, heisforced to admit the justice of the Colonists' claim;
politically, it passes the wit of man to decide which side to favour. —Star,
Johannesburg, January 1897.

The mass meeting held in the Town Hall on Thursday afternoon, on
account of the wet weather, instead of on the Market Square as previously
arranged, lacked nothing either in number or enthusiasm. That hall, crowded
with the manhood of Durban, the grimy son of toil sitting cheek by jowl with
the professional man, showed unanimity among all classes of the population,
and gave evidence of a stern determination to stop the organized attempt to
flood the Colony with Asiatics Mr. Gandhi had made a big mistake in
imagining that the Europeans of Natal would sit still while he organized an
independent emigration agency in Indiato land his countrymen here at the rate
of from 1,000 to 2,000 per month. He judged the European character badly in
thinking that he would be allowed to work such a scheme with impunity.
Despite all his cleverness, he has made a sorry mistake, and a mistake that will
most certainly defeat absolutely the object he had in view. As the dominant
and ruling race in this British Colony, he has forgotten that we have a trust
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reposed in us. Our forefathers won this country at the point of the sword, and
left us the country as our birthright and heritage. That birthright we have to
hand down to our sons and daughters, as it was handed down to us. It was |eft to
us an entailed estate for all of British and European blood, and we should be
false to the trust we have received were we to allow this fair land to be overrun
with a people alien to usin blood, in habits, in traditions, in religion, and in
everything that goes to make up national life. We have also a very serious
responsibility as guardians of the welfare of the aboriginal inhabitants of the
land. In Natal there are half a million of natives who look to the white man as
the child looks to his father, and as a matter of fair dealing, to put the matter in
its mildest aspect, we must safeguard, as far as possible, the rights of the
natives of Natal, as the legitimate labourers of the Colony. Then, there are
Indians already in the Colony. We brought most of them here, and it is only
our duty to see that they are not subjected to the disabilities and disadvantages
that would follow on such an influx of their countrymen as would make it a
difficult matter for them to make an honest living. We have at |east 50,000
Indians in the Colony at present—a population in excess of the European—
amply sufficient. As regards the attitude of the Government in the matter, that
was very ably explained by Mr. Wylie on Thursday afternoon . . .

... Dr. MacKenzie said he was thoroughly satisfied with the action of
the Government, and all the members of the Committee were with him in that
feeling of satisfaction. All, therefore, being in accord on the subject, it is
sincerely hoped that the Demonstration will be a peaceable demonstration in
every sense of the word. It should be used as an object-lesson to the Indians
that the long-open doors of the Colony are about to be shut and that they must
not, as hitherto, try to induce their friends and relations in India to follow
them. A demonstration in itself, if it is kept well in hand, and if the
programme outlined by the leaders is faithfully carried out, can do no harm.
Only, as we have already pointed out, crowds are not easily controlled, and
therefore, special responsibility attaches to the leaders. The leaders, however,
seem confident of their ability to exercise this control, and are determined to
carry out their proceeding to the Point, and if all goes well, the Demonstration
will be so much more moral backing to the Government. It will also be an
illustration of the true earnestness of the movement. Mr. Wylie very truly said
that, while they must show the force they possessed, it was the men who could
use that force without abusing it who gained their ends. We cannot insist too
strongly on the necessity for the most perfect preservation of law and order.
Ultimate success depends upon this, perhaps, as much as upon anything else,
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and we rely upon the good sense and sound judgment of those in charge of the
Demonstration to see that the zeal of their followers does not overstep their
discretion.—The Natal Mercury, 9th January, 1897.

After al that has been said and done in Durban during the past fortnight,
with aview to intimidate the Indian passengers on board the steamships
Courland and Naderi from landing, it must be candidly admitted that the
Demonstration has come to an ignominious termination. Although the
ringleaders of the Demonstration naturally seek to cover their defeat by
claiming avictory, the whole affair has proved an utter fiasco so far as its
original and avowed intention is concerned. This was nothing more nor less,
than to compel the Indians on board the two steamers to return forthwith to
India without touching Natal soil. That has not been accomplished . . . By no
sudden and ill-considered action on their part, can the people of Natal interfere
with the incursion, allowed by their existing laws, of immigrants from any
country. It was, of course, possible that the recent Demonstration, got up
against the latest arrivals from India, might have succeeded in scaring them
away. But, after all, even supposing that had been the issue, it certainly would
have brought the demonstrators little to be really proud of. It would have been
asorry victory had a small contingent of defenceless coolies been frightened
away from the shores of Natal from fear of bodily maltreatment at the hands of
the European settlers, assisted by a gang of whooping Kaffirs only too glad of
an opportunity to demonstrate their dislike to their coolie competitors. It is
far better that the Demonstration has “eventuated” as it has done. The only
regrettable feature about Wednesday’ s proceedings at Durban is the assault
committed on Mr. Gandhi. It is true that the folks of Natal are highly incensed
at his having published a pamphlet, charging them with badly treating their
indentured Indians. We have not seen the publication in question, and if its
charges are directed against Natalians as a community, then they are
unfounded. There can be no doubt, however, as a case recently tried in the Natal
courts plainly showed, that cases of extreme ill-usage have occurred on at least
one of the estates, and Mr. Gandhi, as an educated Indian, cannot be altogether
blamed if he strongly resents such treatment of his fellow-countrymen, and
seeks to effect aremedy. As regards the assault on Mr. Gandhi, it does not,
however, appear to have been perpetrated by any of the more respectable
portion of the crowd, although the youths who sought to do Mr. Gandhi bodily
harm were, no doubt, incited to do so by the unguarded utterances of some of
the responsible organizers of the Demonstration. It was owing only to the
alertness of the police that Mr. Gandhi escaped without serious injury, and
perhaps with hislife. . . . But South Africais evidently passing through a
stage in its transition which evolves abortive demonstrations as one of its
characteristics. The whole country is still in its boyhood, and there is nothing
a boy loves more than to refer his disputes to the gory arbitrement of physical
force. Looked at in that way, this week’s doings at Durban may be excused
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with an indulgent smile. But regarded from any other standpoint, it is open to
severe condemnation, as tending to retard rather than to advance the ultimate
solution of a most complex political and economic question, not merely of
importance to Natal, but to England, India, and the whole of South Africa—
Sar, Johannesburg, January 1897.

Of what avail, then, was it to forbid a landing to the few hundred
immigrants on the Naderi and Courland while the system of trading with
Indiansisin full swing? Y ears ago, before the present Act of the Volksraad
was in force in the Free State, Arab stores were opened in Harrismith, and at
once began to undersell the old-established houses by about 30 per cent. The
Boers, who of all men protest against colour, flocked to the Arabs, and, while
condemning the principle, were not above pocketing the profit. It is much the
same in Natal today. The mention of blacksmiths, carpenters, clerks, printers,
etc., as being among the passengers, aroused the “working classes’, and their
cause was doubtlessly espoused by those who, in other ranks of life, were
feeling the pressure of the ubiquitous Hindoo, and yet, probably, none of these
men were mindful of the fact that they themselves are helping to make Natal a
desirable objective point for the surplus labour of India. The vegetables,
fruits, and fish that adorn a Natal dinner table are grown, caught, and hawked
by coolies; the table linen is washed by another coolie, and, in all
probability, the guests would be served by coolie waiters and partake of fare
prepared by a coolie cook. Let the Natalians be consistent, and begin the work
of ostracizing the Indian by dealing with their own poorer classes, in
preference to coolies, and leave the question of restrictive legislation to their
elected representatives. While Natal remains such a desirable abiding place for
the Asiatic, and Natalians continue to profit largely by the cheap labour the
dark man brings, the work of minimizing arrivals will certainly be difficult, if
not hopelessly impossible, without legislation on the subject—D. F. News,
January 1897.

It isfortunate for all concerned in Durban’s demonstration against the
landing of Indian immigrants that, beyond the effervescent effects of the
stump oratory of Dr. MacKenzie, and the inciting diatribes of Mr. Sparks and
his neophyte Dan Taylor, nothing very serious has happened to the fair
Colony of Natal, its distracted inhabitants, or the much maligned “coolies”.
The pseudo-patriotic organizers of an ill-advised demonstration have
attempted to play the Roman fool, and have died on their own swords, Luckily,
we say, nothing more serious happened; but the folly of those who took upon
themselves the hazardous task of calling the people together and suggesting
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such unconstitutional conduct was never more apparent during the whole time
the hubbub lasted, than in the concluding acts of the Durban mob.
Unsuccessful in their attempts to prevent the landing of the coolie
immigrants, and doubtless humiliated and smarting under the fact that their
Demonstration had been somewhat of a fiasco, the mob, in an ill-temper,
turned its attention to Mr. Gandhi, an Indian barrister, whose worst crime, in
the eyes of Natalians appears to be that he has interested himself in the cause
of his fellows, and gratuitously assumed the position of interpreter for the
Indians in South Africa. Up to this point the Demonstration had proved quite a
harmless one, and might have been likened unto a Christmas pantomime; but,
when Mr. Gandhi unostentatiously landed, and was proceeding quietly into
town, with Mr. Laughton, an English solicitor, matters took a barbarous turn.
We do not presume to take up the cause of the Indian in South Africa, neither
do we champion Mr. Gandhi’s arguments, but the treatment to which that
gentleman was subjected is scandalous and calls for censure. Mr. Gandhi was
surrounded by ajeering crowd of hydrocephal ous entities, and was made the
vile object of kicks and cuffs, while mud and stale fish were thrown at him.
One cad in the crowd struck him with a riding whip, while another plucked off
his hat. As a result of the attack, we are told that ‘he was very much
bespattered, and blood was flowing from his neck’. Subsequently, under police
protection, Mr. Gandhi was conveyed to the store of a Parsee, the building
was guarded by the borough police, and, ultimately, the Indian barrister made
his escape incognito. No doubt, all this proved grand fun for the canaille, but
apart from the morals of law and order, the British love of fair play must be
rapidly on the wane in Durban, when Englishmen resort to such
ungentlemanly behaviour and brutality towards an unconvicted free man.
Downing Street and the Indian Government cannot be apathetic towards the
violent attitude which has been adopted by Natalians towards a lawful subject
of Britain's “magnificent dependency”—India—a land which is spoken of as
the brightest territorial jewel in the English diadem.—The Johannesburg
Times, January 1897.

The illegal methods of intimidation, which the people of Durban have
employed to raise their grievance into the magnitude they wish it to occupy,
have been justified by the grave importance of the interests at stake and by the
results so far achieved . . . Quietly, and without boast or bluster, they have all
along had the movement under their aegis and control, although to some of the
purblind people in the Colony it has seemed as if the administrative power had

' Rustomji, an Indian Parsi, better known as Parsi Rustomji
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been transferred to the leaders of the Demonstration movement.—The Natal
mercury, January 14th, 1897.

It would be a mere affectation to pretend that the Demonstration was a
success from the party’s point of view. All the oratory at the Point yesterday,
which was couched in a very different key from that at the mass meetings,
cannot obscure the fact that the primary object of the Demonstration, the
prevention of the landing of the passengers on board the two steamers, has
not been achieved. What has been gained could, as we have always maintained,
have been equally attained by other means . . . What, we may ask, has been
gained by yesterday’s proceedings? If it be said that they have shown the
imperative need of doing something to stop the Asiatic invasion, we reply
that was shown with equal force by the mass meetings, and was, in fact
common cause. If it be urged that the Demonstration showed that the people
were in were in earnest, we fear we cannot assent to the proposition, because
the assembly dispersed on receiving from the representative of Government
exactly the same assurances as they received a week ago. The Government then
promised to bring in legislation to deal with the question. Mr. Escombe
yesterday repeated the assurance; but he gave no further pledges; he did not
agree to a special session of Parliament, nor did he promise to send the Indians
back. The Committee in fact, now declare their readiness to leave the whole
matter in the hands of Government, without the slightest reason for doing so
more than existed a week ago, and while the proclaimed object of the
Demonstration is unfulfilled. We are not surprised that a good many persons
regard the affair as a mere fiasco—a brutum fulmen—and express the belief that
the Durban people will not be very anxious to figure in another such
demonstration. . . . The practical abdication by Government of its functions
during the week, in favour of the Committee, was so extraordinary as to
irresistibly produce a suspicion that it was all prearranged. The self-elected
committee virtually constituted themselves a sort of provisional Government
as regards this particular question. They regulated the movements of the
steamers, and assumed the right to grant or refuse “permission” to persons to
land on our shores who had as much title to be here as they had; they even
proposed a Danegeld policy, to carry out which the public funds would be
requisitioned. All this time Government looked on, made no preparations for
the protection of the passengers, and contented themselves with a perfunctory
protest. We are not now arguing whether the Committee were justified in their
course. They thought they were, but that does not annul the fact that they
virtually and quite illegally superseded the Government. A long series of
negotiations ensues, during which the public is kept in a constant ferment of
excitement, until at last the bugle sounds and all Durban rushes to the Point,
prepared to do or die. Then, quite casually of course, at the psychological
moment, the Attorney-General “bobs up serenely”, tells the people to be
good boys and he will do all that is necessary—"fix your eyes upon your
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Escombe and he will pull you through”—the Committee declare, they had the
least idea of doing anything in opposition to the Government, and are quite
willing to leave it in the hands of the Government—cheers for the Queen—
blessings al round—everybody goes home happy—Demonstration melts
away as quickly as it gathered—while the now forgotten Indians quietly come
ashore, just as if there had never been any demonstration at all. Who can resist
the suspicion that it was a prearranged and foregone conclusion? It has been
asserted by the Captain of the Courlandthat the Committee led him to believe
that they were acting on behalf of the Government; and it has also been stated
that Government knew and approved of what the Committee were doing. These
statements, if correct, imply a serious imputation of the bona fides either of
the Committee or the Government. If the Committee had the sanction of the
Government, the latter were playing a double game by countenancing in
private proceedings which were disapproved in their published reply. If not,
the charge of duplicity must be shifted to the shoulders of the Committee. We
should be loth to believe these statements, because it is not by such methods
that a great cause is conducted to a successful issue.—The Natal Advertiser,
14th January 1897.

The letter we published yesterday, from the Demonstration Committee
to the Captain of the Courland, does not sustain the charge previously made,
that the Committee falsely represented themselves as acting on behalf of the
Government, although, from itstone, and the reference to the Attorney-
General, the Captain may be excused for coming to that conclusion. But it
does afford ground for the alternative suspicion that, despite their published
warnings against illegal action, the Government were practically in collusion
with the Committee. According to this document, the Attorney-General, who
had previously admitted that there was no legal means of keeping the Indians
out of the Colony, went so far as to pledge the public funds to buying-off
policy, at the dictum of a body with no legal status and pursuing illegal
methods of intimidation, asis clearly shown by the terms of the letter. When
that failed, came the Demonstration, with the opportune appearance of the
Attorney-General on the scene. To use the old tag, comment is unnecessary.—
The Natal Advertiser, 20th January 1897.

After all the speechifying and the parading, and the bugle-blowing of
the past week, the citizens of Durban have fallen short of making history—
unless, indeed, the discharge of arotten potato at the eye of the unspeakable
Gandhi may be considered as an historical act. The heroics of mob are apt to
sink from the sublime to the ridiculous, and indifferent arguments are often
accompanied by equally indifferent eggs . . . For a week the Natal Ministry
permitted the situation to develop, without pretence at the feeblest
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intervention, their policy suggesting and unofficial sanction of the whole
business. Then, when the Naderi and Courland are within afew hundred yards of
the wharves, Mr. Escombe appears upon the scene, actively intervenes, and
the people disperse, to vent their baffled feelings, a few hours later, by
upsetting Gandhi’s ricksha, blacking his eye, and savagely assaulting the
house in which he is lodged.—Cape Argus, January 1897.

A little explanation is still wanting in regard of the presence of aforce
of several hundred Kaffirs in the Demonstration. Did it mean that the cause of
the white man and the cause of the native are one and the same? Or, what else
did it symbolize? There is one thing in regard of which public opinionis
unanimous. It may be unjust in the conclusion it has drawn. But the fact
remains that people will not believe that the whole business was not a plot
between the Government and the leaders of the late remarkable movement, but
one in which the self-appointed Committee failed to score. It was delightfully
dramatic. The Ministry handed over their powers to a Committee claimed to
represent the people. Whatever you do, they said, act constitutionally. The
word was passed round and the magic of constitutional action took effect,
though not a soul to this moment knows what it means. The Ministry acted
constitutionally, and promised not to interpose if the peace were broken. They
would only go to the Governor, and ask to be relieved of office. The
Committee acted quite constitutionally in organizing a force, including
natives, to oppose by force the landing of British subjects in a British
Colony. The concluding act of this pretty drama was played at the Point, when
the Committee handed back their powers to Mr. Escombe, reinstated the
Government, and everyone went home satisfied. The Committee claimed a
moral victory, though they had been beaten from pillar to post; the Ministry
pirouetted on their “single plank”; and the Indians, who were never to be
allowed to land, landed promiscuously as soon as the crowd had dispersed.—
The Natal Witness, January 1897.

Nothing of what Mr. Wylie stated to the Durban meeting, as having
been said by Mr. Escombe to the deputation, has even been traversed, much
less denied. It stands on record, then, that the Ministry, on the slightest
appearance of ariot at Durban, had resolved that mob law should be supreme.
“We shall say to the Governor that he will have to take the reins of
Government into his own hands.” Everyone is aware that we are rapidly
nearing another general election, but no one could possibly have thought that
any Ministry would have played so low, to gain votes, as to give the
population of alarge town freedom to break the law.—The Natal Witness,
January 1897.
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They cannot go on importing indentured Indians by the hundreds and at
the same time shut out free Indians; otherwise they will meet with
disappointment. —Pretoria Press, January 1897.

According to Mr. Wyli€e's report of the interview between the promoters
of the anti-Indian agitation and Mr. Escombe, the attitude of the Government
in the matter appears to be open to grave animadversion. Plainly, though in
covert wording, according to Mr. Wylie's version, the Committee proposed to
do what was illegal, and added: “We presume that you, as representing the
Government and good authority of this Colony, would have to bring force to
oppose us?’ To this Mr. Escombe is represented to have replied: “We will do
nothing of the sort. We are with you, and we are going to do nothing of the
sort to oppose you. But if you put usin such a position we may have to go to
the Governor of the Colony and ask him to take over the reins of this Colony,
as we can no longer conduct the Government—you will have to find some
other persons.” According to this account, the Government have made a
confession of most deplorable weakness. A minister, on being informed that a
body of people propose doing what is unlawful, should, without a moment’s
hesitation, inform his interviewers that the course of law will in no degree be
interfered with, and if the occasion calls for it, that minister should say out
bluntly that the law, at all costs, will be supported by all available resources.
Mr. Escombe, on the other hand, said in effect that the Government would do
nothing to oppose the unlawful action proposed. This playing into the hands
of men who speak publicly of the Indian Ocean as being the proper place of
the Indian immigrants, shows regrettable weakness in a member of the
Government in office.—The Times of Natal, January 1897.

The above extracts speak for themselves. Almost every
newspaper has condemned the Demonstration, and they further go to
show that the Government countenanced the action of the Committee.
Your Memorialists may here remark that the leaders of the
Demonstration have since denied that there was any “collusion”
between the Government and themselves. Nevertheless, the fact
remains, and it is patent from the above extracts, that had the
Government contradicted the statement made by Mr. Wylie as to the
conversation between Mr. Escombe and himself, and publicly
declared that the passengers were not only entitled to the protection of
the Government, but that it would be given to them, the Demonstration
would never have taken place. As the Government organ itself has
said, the Government “had the movement under their aegis and
control” while it was developing. Indeed, it seems from that article
that they were rather anxious that such a Demonstration should take
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place, if only the crowd could be managed properly and kept under
sway, so that it may serve as an object-lesson to the passengers. To say
the least, such a method of intimidation being sanctioned or
countenanced by a Government in a British Colony is, with the
greatest deference to the Natal Government, a new experience,
opposed to the most cherished principles of the British Constitution.
The after effects of the Demonstration, in your Memorialists' humble
opinion, cannot but be disastrous to the welfare as well of the whole
Colony as of the Indian community, who claim to be as much a part
of the British Empire as the European British subjects. It has already
intensified the estranged feelings between the two communities. It has
lowered the status of the Indians. All this, your Memorialists humbly
submit and hope, cannot and will not be viewed with unconcern by
Her Majesty’s Government. If those who are responsible for the
upkeep of the harmony of the British Empire and justice between the
various sections of the subjects assist in creating or encouraging
division and ill feeling between them, the task of persuading those
sessions to keep in harmony, in face of conflict of diverse interests,
must be ever so much more difficult. And if Her Majesty’s
Government grant the principle that the Indian British subjects are to
have freedom of intercourse with all Her Majesty’ s Dominions, then,
your Memorialists venture to trust that there will be some
pronouncement from the Imperial Government that would preclude
the possibility of such deplorable partiality on the part of Colonial
Governments.

The following remarks by The Natal Advertiser of January 16,
about the behaviour of the Indian community during the crisis are
worthy of record:

The behaviour of the Indian population of Durban during the excitement
of the week was all that could be desired. They must have felt sore at the
attitude of the townspeople towards their fellow-countrymen. But there was no
attempt at retaliation; and by their quiet, peaceable behaviour, and faith in
Government, they certainly contributed to the preservation of public order.

Your Memorialists would have refrained from any further
reference to the incident in connection with Mr. Gandhi, but for the
fact that, since he acts as an interpreter between the two communities
in Natal, any misapprehension with regard to his position may
seriously damage the Indian cause. Sufficient has been said herein to
justify what he did in India in the name of the Indians in South
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Africa. But, for further explanations as to the matter, your
Memorialists hereby refer Her Majesty’s Government to Appendix Y,
wherein are collected certain extracts from newspapers. Your
Memorialists have been praying Her Majesty’s Government, in the
memorials that have preceded this, to define the status of Indian
British subjects outside India, and humbly submitting that, in virtue of
the gracious Proclamation of 1858, that status should be equal to that
of Her Majesty’s al other subjects. Indeed, it has already been
defined by His Excellency the Marquis of Ripon, in a despatch with
reference to the Colonies, to the effect that “it is the desire of Her
Majesty’s Government that the Queen’s Indian subjects should be
treated upon a footing of equality with al Her Majesty’s other
subjects”, but so many changes have since taken place that a formal
pronouncement has evidently become necessary, especially in view of
the fact that laws have since been passed in the Colony which arein
conflict with that policy.

Another incident of the Demonstration, your Memoridists
submit, is worth noting, viz., the massing of natives at the Point. It has
already been alluded to above; but the following letter from Mr. G. A.
de Labistour, aleading burgess of the town to the Town Council, and
the remarks thereon of The Natal Mercury, the Government organ,
would give a better idea of the gravity of the situation:

‘Gentlemen—I was one of many burgesses who viewed with concern the
rowdy behaviour of the natives who took part in the Demonstration yesterday.
Along the Point Road several parties of natives, brandishing sticks and
shouting at the top of their voices, had taken possession of the pavement, and
at the Point about 500 or 600 boys, mostly Togt boys, all armed with sticks
and singing and shouting, congregated with, apparently, the avowed object
of committing a breach of the peace. Particulars of this deplorable matter are
easily available.

The evil effect on the natives in general of yesterday’s proceedings will
be accentuated, and race hatred fostered, unless steps are at once taken to show
that your honourable body, as custodians of law and order in this town, will
not countenance conduct of this sort. It can easily be understood that the
massing or congregating together of a body of natives, such as that at
yesterday’s Demonstration, is a source of great danger to the town, as, for
instance, was the case on the occasion of the massing of natives on the
racecourse in their feud with the police some time ago.

| submit that the native element in yesterday’s Demonstration has cast
on the fair name of Durban a blot which it is your duty to at once wipe out, and
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| venture to say that your taking up the matter with a vigorous hand will be
viewed with satisfaction by the majority of your burgesses. | respectfully
suggest that, as a first step, the Corporation should cause an enquiry to be
made as to who is responsible for the massing of these natives, their
behaviour and control on the occasion alluded to; and, further, that to prevent
arepetition of such conduct, special bye-laws be passed, in case those at
present in force are found insufficient to cope with the evil.

Thisisrendered all the more necessary as no reference was made by the
Honourabl e the Attorney-General to the rowdy and dangerous element created
by the facts referred to. |, however, fed confident that his regrettable
omission to do so only arose from the fact that he did not witness what | and
others saw. The Togt boys are easily traceable, | should think; others were
servants of members of the Committee, one of them especially having taken
advantage of the occurrence to advertise his firm by sending down his store
boys, each armed with two or three sticks, with his firm’s name appearing in
glaring letters on their backs.

Mr. Labistour’s letter to the Corporation, drawing attention to the
danger incurred in the massing of a body of natives armed with sticks for the
purposes of the Demonstration on Wednesday, and calling on the Town
Council to enquire into the matter, should not be overlooked. We believe the
Demonstration Committee were not in any way responsible for the native
impi being at the Point; but the natives did not go down there of their own
initiative, and it would be as well if the matter were fully investigated and the
onus thrown upon the individuals who took upon themselves so grave a
responsibility. As Mr. Labistour quite properly remarks, the native element at
the Demonstration was a blot on the fair name of Durban, and might have been
productive of the most dire results. There is no love lost between the Indian
and the native as it is, and to bring together a band of natives and incite them
against the Indians may even yet be productive of serious trouble. The native
has no reasoning powers in a matter of the kind. His passions are like tinder
and his instincts are warlike. The slightest provocation, and he is all aflame
and ready for anything where there is shedding of blood. An even more
disgraceful incident was inciting the natives to attack Indians after Mr. Gandhi
landed and was lodged in Field Street. Had the police not been on the alert and
succeeded in dispersing the natives, Wednesday night would have ended in one
of the most disgraceful riots any British Colony ever witnessed, in so far that
a savage warlike race had been set upon a more civilised, peaceful people by
men of a higher race than either. The disgrace would have clung to the Colony
for many along day. Instead of arresting the four kaffirs who flourished their
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sticks and whooped in Field Street on Wednesday evening, the white men who

brought them there and encouraged them ought to have been brought up before

the magistrate and fined as heavily in proportion as the Kaffirs were fined. It
was rather hard on the kaffirs to make them scapegoats for really obeying the

orders of men who ought to have known better. To call in the nativesin a

matter of the kind is to exhibit to them a weakness which, above all things,

should be avoided, and we trust there will never be a repetition of so dangerous
and disgraceful a practice as exciting the racial prejudices of so inflammatory

an element as the natives.—The Natal Mercury, 16th January, 1897.

It would perhaps assist Her Mgjesty’ s Government in coming to
aconclusion if certain facts were placed before them pertaining to the
matter. The demand for restriction of free immigration of Indians has
been based on the supposition that, of late, there has been avery large
influx of Indians into the Colony, irrespective of any organization.
Your Memorialists, however, have no hesitation in saying that the
alarmis not justified by facts. It is not correct to say that more Indians
have come to the Colony during the last year than during the last but
one. Formerly, they came by the German boats as well as by those of
the B.1.S.N. Co. Since the latter boats transshipped their passengersin
other boats at Delagoa Bay, the Indians came in small batches and
were, naturaly, not much noticed. Two Indian merchants bought
steamers last year and established a fairly regular and direct service
between Bombay and Natal. Most of the Indians wishing to come to
South Africa availed themselves of this service, and thus, instead of
being divided into small batches, they came all at once, and thus drew
attention. Moreover, no one seemed to take any notice of those that
returned to India. From the following list it will be clear that there has
not been a material addition to the free Indian population; certainly
not in any way large enough to justify the alarm. It is also worthy of
note that the European immigration is and has almost always been in
excess of the free Indian immigration.

A return signed by Mr. G. O. Rutherford, Acting Protector of

Immigrants, shows that from August last to January seven steamship firms

deported 1,298 free Indians from the Colony; the same companies introduced

1,964 Indians in the same time, most of the immigrants coming from

Bombay.—The Natal Mercury, 17th March, 1897.

There is no foundation for the statement that there is any
competition between European and free Indian artisans. Your
Memorialists can speak from their own knowledge that there are very
few Indian mechanics and artisans in the Colony, such as blacksmiths,
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carpenters, bricklayers, etc., and those that are, are inferior to the
European. (The Indian artisans of high order do not come to Natal.)
There are afew tailors and goldsmiths in the Colony, but they minister
to the wants only of the Indian community. As to the competition
between the Indian and European traders, it has been well said, in
some of the extracts quoted above, that, if there is any competition, it
isrendered possible by the large support given by the European
merchants. But the very fact that the European merchants are willing,
nay anxious, to support Indian traders, shows that they do not
compete with them to any appreciable extent. They, really speaking,
act as middlemen and begin where the Europeans leave. The
Commissioners, who were specially appointed to report upon Indian
matters nearly 10 years ago, thus report as to the Indian traders:

We are convinced that much of the irritation existing in the minds of
European Colonists against the whole Indian population of the Colony has
been excited by the undoubted ability of these Arab traders to compete with
European merchants, and specially with those who have chiefly directed their
attention to the supply of articles, notably rice, largely consumed by the
Indian immigrant population. . . .

We are of opinion that these Arab traders have been drawn to Natal by
the presence therein of those Indians who have been introduced under the
immigration laws. Rice is the chief food of the 30,000 Indian immigrants now
in the Colony; and these astute traders have so successfully devoted their tact
and energy to the supply of that article that the price to all consumersfell from
21s. per bag in former yearsto 14s.in 1884 . . . It is said that kaffirs can buy
from Arabs at from 25 to 30% lower rates than those obtaining six or seven
yearsago . . .

It does not lie within the scope of our Commission to discuss at length
the restrictive measures which some desire to impose upon Asiatics or “Arab”
traders. We are content to place on record our strong opinion, based on much
observation, that the presence of these traders has been beneficial to the
whole Colony, and that it would be unwise, if not unjust, to legislate to their
prejudice. (The italics are your Memorialists.) . . . Nearly all of them are
Mahomedans, either total abstainers from alcoholic liquors or drinking them
in moderation. They are thrifty by nature and submissive to the law.

Mr. Saunders, one of the Commissioners, says in his additional
report:

So far as concerns free Indian traders, their competition and the
consequent lowering of the price of articles of consumption by which the
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public benefits (and yet, strange to say, of which it complains), it is clearly
shown that these Indian shops have been and are most exclusively supported
by the larger firms of white merchants who thus, practically employ these men
to dispose of their goods.

Stop Indian immigration if you will, if there are not enough unoccupied
houses now, empty more by clearing out Arabs or Indians, who add to the
productive and consuming power of aless than half-peopled country, but let us
trace results in this one branch of the enquiry taking it as an example of
others, trace out how untenanted houses depreciate the value of property and
securities, how after this must result stagnation in the building trade, and
those other trades and stores for supplies dependent on it. Follow out how this
leads to a reduced demand for white mechanics, and with the reduction in
spending power of so many, how fall of revenue is to be expected next, need of
retrenchment, or taxation, or both. Let this result and others far too numerous
to be calculated on in detail be faced, and if blind race sentimentalism or
jealousy isto prevail, so be it.

At a meeting lately held in Stanger, one of the speakers (Mr.

Clayton) said:

68

Not only the coolie labourer, he said, but the Arab storekeeper had been
of benefit to the Colony. He knew it was an unpopular view to take, but he had
looked at the question from every point of view. What did they find? The erven
round the Market Square were bringing in a good percentage through the
presence of Arab storekeepers. The owners of land had been benefited by the
coolies taking up land that would never be taken up by anybody else. At the
auction sale, the other day, erven abutting on the Market Square fetched a price
that would have been out of the question years ago. The Indians had created a
trade—a trade that would never have been brought here by the old system of
storekeeping. He was quite willing to admit that here and there an European
storekeeper had been ruined by the Indians, but their presence here was better
than the old days when a few storekeepers had the monopoly. Wherever they
met with an Arab, they always found him amenable to law. They had heard it
said that the Colonists should not give away their birthright— that the
Indians should not be allowed to enter upon the possession of their lands. He
was pretty confident that his children, rather than have to work any land he
might be able to leave them, would prefer to let it to Indians at reasonable
rents. He did not think that that meeting was justified in coming to a
wholesale condemnatory resolution of the Asiatics.

A regular correspondent of The Natal Mercury thus writes:
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We brought the coolies here as a necessity, and, undoubtedly they have
been a great help towards the progress of Natal. . . .

Twenty-five years ago, in the towns and townships, fruit, vegetables,
and fish could hardly be bought. A cauliflower sold for half a crown. Why did
not farmers go in for market gardening? There may have been some laziness,
but on the other hand, to grow wholesale was useless. | have known the case of
cart-loads of fruit, etc., sent along way, but in good condition to the city,
unsaleable. The party who would give half a crown for a stray cauliflower
would naturally demur to give a shilling for one, when he saw a wagon-load of
them. Here we needed an industrious class of hawkers who could live cheaply
and find pleasure and profit in supplying these wants, and we got it in the
time-expired indentured coolie. And for waiters and cooks, public or private,
the coolie has supplied the want, for in these matters the mass of our natives
are awkward, and when not, as soon as carefully taught, are off to their kraals.

The free coolie labourer, if an artisan, will work longer hours and take a
lower wage cheerfully than the European mechanic, and the coolie trader will
sell a cotton blanket three half-pence cheaper than the white storekeeper. That
isall.

Surely the great economic cry of supply and demand, your patriotic
league of British subjects, your glorious cry of Free Trade, which John Bull
pays through the nose for to show hisfaith in, all forbid this outcry.

Australia has forbidden coloured immigration. The strikes and band
smashes do not make that a grand example. Coolies wear lighter clothes and
slippers than Europeans; anyway, that is an advance on our location native,
and, many years ago, boots were rarely seen on white men or women on farms,
or children even among the uppish classes of the city, except when they went
to the park or meeting. Their feet seemed none the worse, though bad for
shoemakers. Coolies don’t eat meat or drink beer, etc. Again, | dare say, bad
for butchers and licenced victuallers. Depend upon it, all these things will find
their level, but to force by Act of Parliament (beyond what decency and
sobriety call for the common weal) what people are to eat and drink and wear is
tyranny, not beneficent legislation. Crowds of white immigrants are kept out.
Are they? With our native population, unless you can shunt the whole lot,
white men will not work for a mere living wage in this Colony. They would
rather be loafers.

We cannot get out of it. Oursis ablack Colony, and much as | like our
natives in their proper place, and the coolies [sic], too, who is more willing to
keep it [sic] in his, the While man’srole is and must be to be boss. Stop at
that, | do not want to talk of how poor farmers cannot afford to pay their
fashionable friends, the town artisans, their price, and are very glad to put up
with even indifferent work by an off-coloured mechanic; but | would appeal to
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the skilled workmen to be content to regulate their own tariffs, and not be
afraid of indifferent opposition—a good man is always worth his full value—
but avoid, because they are numerically strong in the towns, a class agitation,
arace quarrel. It is the same with the good tradesmen, and though the owners of
country stores may have to cut their prices finer, they won't be ruined. Four
hundred gallons of treacle for cash per week isn’t bad. Talk of the federation of
the Empire, and we are tabooing our fellow-subjects of India, whose warriors
have fought shoulder to shoulder with ours, whose armies have upheld the
honour of the flag on many a gory field! There are plenty of European storesin
India, and well patronized and flourishing, too.

Itis, inyour Memorialists' humble opinion, because the Indians
sell the wares for the European merchants, that there are so many
large European houses which afford employment to hundreds of
European clerks and assistants. Your Memorialists submit that an
industrious and frugal class of men, as the Indians are admitted to be
even by their most virulent opponents, cannot but on the whole add to
the general prosperity, wealth, and consequently material happiness of
the place they go to. The Star sums up the situation with regard 